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Mr. HOUSTON. The question of order is not 
debatable, and I call the gentleman to order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair desired to hear 
the facts from the gentleman, and he is inclined to 
think that the amendment is in order, under the 
latter clause of the 8ist rule, as one of the contin- 
vencies for carrying on a Department of Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. LETCHER. 
decision of the Chair. 

Mr. CLARK. I desire to ask the gentleman 
from Virginia one or two questions. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thatisnot in order. The 
Chair decides that the amendment is in order. 
From that decision the gentleman from Virginia 
takes an appeal. 
cision of the Chair stand as the judgment of the 
committee?”’ 

The question was put, and decided in the affirm- 
ative. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. BAYLY. I will in a few words explain 
that amendment. As I stated before the point of 
order was raised, it has been the uniform prac- 
tice—I could cite more than a hundred instances— 
that where the secretary of legation is left in 
charge of the legation, does the duties of chargé, 
he received the difference between his pay as sec- 
retary and that of chargé. When he has to 
perform the duties of chargé he has to incar ad- 
ditional expenses. He is not, for instance, per- 
mitted to go to see the officers of Government in 
a hack, but he must go in his own coach, and he 
cannot represent the Government without addi- 
tional expense. We have allowed it in the case 
of Mr. Rush, and in hundreds of cases since, 
which I could enumerate if my five minutes would 
allow. 
Mr. Fay the difference between the salary of 
chargé and that of secretary of legation, when he 
performed the duties of chargé. 

At the last session of Congress there was an 
appropriation made in the civil and diplomatic 
nll of $600 to pay this gentleman, with the pro- 
viso that if he received it from the Treasury, it 
should be in full of his claim. That proviso was 
put in by the Committee on Ways and Means 


I take an appeal from the 


The question is, ‘* Shall the de- | 


This amendment only provides to pay | 


under a misapprehension of the state of the facts. | 


Mr. SKELTON. How long has this claim 
been standing, and how many of the same kind 
have we standing back to be thrust upon us? 

Mr. BAYLY. Buta short time; I think since 
1848. The Secretary of State has recommended 
this appropriation, and we, at the last session of 
Congress, restricted the appropriation, under the 
supposition that he was charging for acting as 
chargé d’affaires while the minister was absent on 
visits of pleasure, and when one of the ministers 
(Mr. Hannegan) was absent, and could not do 
duty. But such was not the fact. It provides for 
paying him only for the time when he actually 
acted as chargé d’affaires. 

lam the more anxious to pass this appropria- 
tion, because it was from my own misapprehen- 
sion of the facts that the injustice was done last 
session, 

Mr. McMULLIN. I regret to differ with my 
colleague, but if it be true, as is stated by him, 
that it has been the policy of the Government here- 
tofore to pay those claims, it is time now that the 
abuse wascorrected. Sir, if my recollection serves 
me correctly, this same claim was before the last 
Congress. If the Government is to establish the 
policy that when the chargé is absent, full pay of 
chargé is to be given to the secretary, you will make 
ita matter of interest to the chargé to go off on trips 
of pleasure, and make it the interest of the secre- 
tary to act as chargé. Sir, I ask this committee 


if the secretary, when he accepts his situation as | 


such, did not do it with the understanding, and 
with the knowledge of the fact that in the absence 
of the chargé he will discharge his duties? There 


can be no doubt about it; and if it is true, as stated | 


by the gentleman from Virginia, that we are in the 


| paragraph of the bill. 


ment of Mr. Bayiy; and there were—ayes 51; 
when 

Mr. BAYLY called for tellers; which were 
ordered; and Messrs. Parker of Indiana, and 
GAYLORD appointed. 

The question was then taken, and the tellers 
reported—ayes 72, noes 53. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. SACKETT offered the following amend- 
ment: 

Provided, In case the President of the United States 
shall elect to senda full minister to Central America, as is 
provided herein, no chargé d’affaires shall be sent to any of 


the States of Central America, and that office shall from 
such time cease to exist. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I rise toa question of order. 
We have already passed from the paragraph to 
which this amendment is properly applicable. | 
therefore object to it, as out of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the 
amendment out of order upon a different ground. 
The committee has already voted upon an amend- 
ment of exactly the same description. 

Mr. SACKETT. I think the Chair, upon refer- 
ence to the bill, will see that he is mistaken. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is out of order. 

Mr.SACKETT. The previous amendment is 
not of the same character as the one offered by 
me. 

The CHAIRMAN. TheChair rules the amend- 
ment out of order. 

The following item was read by the Clerk: 


‘For contingent expenses of all the missions abroad, 
$40,000.” 


Mr. SKELTON. I move to strike out that 
I am unwilling to vote 
away this large sum of money for contingent ex- 
penses without knowing what they are for. I find 
that there is a number of similar items in the bill, 
and I would be glad to hear from any gentleman 
an explanation of them. 

Mr. BAYLY. I will explain to the gentle- 
man. 

Mr. HOUSTON. This item is all right. It 
has been in every bill for the last forty years. 

Mr. BAYLY. This item, as has been said by 
the gentleman from Alabama, has been in every 
civil and diplomatic appropriation bill for the last 
forty years. The gentleman from New Jersey 
wants to know for what purpose the appropri- 
ation is made. There area hundred contingent 
expenses attending our missions abroad which 
cannot be foreseen, but for which regular vouch- 
ers have to be presented at the Department before 
paid. Suppose a minister has to employ an ex- 
press to carry a dispatch, which it is important 
his Government ought to receive, should there not 
be money at his command to do so? Gentlemen 
on reflection can conjecture the many contingen- 
cies that may arise requiring funds on the part of 
the minister. 

Mr.SKELTON. I withdraw the amendment. 

Mr. STANLY. After the item: 

“ For contingent expenses of all the missions abroad, 
$40,000,” 

1 move to add the following proviso: 

Provided, That chargés d’affaires shall not be sent to 
Guatemala or Nicaragua, should the chargés at Nicaragua 
return to the United States, in the contingency referred to 
by the Secretary of State in his letter of February 16, 1853.” 

Mr. HOUSTON. Is not the reception of that 
amendment equivalent to returning to a section we 
have passed? I have voted with the gentleman on 
all of these appropriations. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of the opin- 
ion that the amendment would be in order at the 
end of the previous section. 

Mr. STANLY. The remarks of the honor- 
able chairman of the Comrnittee on Foreign Af- 
fairs has satisfied me that this proviso is exceed- 
ingly necessary. The gentleman says, if I an- 
derstand him, that the incoming Administration 
ought to have the privilege of sending either a 
chargé d’affaires or a full minister, which we have 


habit of making appropriations for this purpose, || authorized in another section; and then that he 


we should put a stop to the abuse now. 


| thinks it would be a very good thing to send a 


e House was then divided upon the amend- || chargé d’affaires to each one of the five States of 
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Central America, and a full minister to saperin- 
tend the whole of them, or to travel about, and so 
forth, as he mentioned. [Laughter.}) Why have 
we made a full mission? We have made a full 
mission on the recommendation of the President 
and Secretary of State. And what does the Sec- 
retary of State say in the communication received 
last evening, and which I have before me? The 
following is the last paragraph but one of his let- 
ter: 

‘Nothing would be added to the expense of our diplo- 
matic relauons with Central America, beyond the outtit, 
by substituting a full minister for two of the lower rank. It 
may be stated that our chargé d’affaires to Nicaragua has 
already been directed, on a contingency of not improbable 
occurrence, to return to the United States, and that the 
appointment of a chargé d’affaires to Guatemala has been 
revoked.” 

This Administration has already revoked the 
cnargé d’affaireship to Guatemala, for reasons re- 
ferred to in that communication; and it has condi- 
tionally recalled the chargé d’affairesat Nicaragua, 
Suppose that contingency occurs, then the present 
charvé d’affaires at Nicaragua will be recalled; but 
yet you leave the power in the next Administra- 
tion to send oneto Guatemalaand oneto Nicaragua, 
and after they have been there twelve or eighteen 
months, to call them home and send out a full min- 
ister, against the sense of Congress. W hat possi- 
ble objection can there be to the addition of this pro- 
viso in order to express the sense of this House, 
and the sense of the Administration making the rec- 
ommendation? 1 shall make no factious opposi- 
tion. I have voted for full ministers to Peru and 
Switzerland, and | have voted for a full minister 
here, forthe benefit of some of the friends of the 
incoming Administration. Let them have at. [ 
dare say that they are entitled to it, but [ hope 
that proper men will be selected. I take it for 
granted that will be the case. I only desire that 
the country shall know what the House intends, 
and | hope that the proviso will be adopted. 

The CHAIRMAN. On reading the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from North Carolina, the 
Chair is of the opinion that it is not in order. 

Mr. STANLY. On what ground? 

The CHAIRMAN. On the ground that the 
committee have passed from the consideration of 
the branch of the subject to which it relates. 

Mr. STANLY. We are now acting on appro- 
priations with reference to foreign ministers. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I wish the Chair 
would withhold his decision until I can reply to 
the gentleman from North Carolina, lam very 
anxious to answer what he has said. 

{Cries of ** Order !’’) 

The CHAIRMAN. In the first instance the 
Chair was of the impression that the amendment 
was in order; he is now of the opinion that it is 
not in order. 

Mr. STANLY. From the decision of the Chair 
I take an appeal, for my amendment certainly re- 
lates to the foreign affairs of the country. 

The CHAIRMAN. At the time the Chair 
decided that the amendment was in order he sup- 
posed the committee was still considering the sec- 
tion ending with line 776. The Chair now un- 
derstands that when the amendment was submitted 
the committee had passed from that section, and 
was considering the one ending with line 778, 
which is a separate and distinct paragraph. 

Mr. STANLY. My amendment relates to 
foreign missions. 

The question was then put, ‘ Shall the decision 
of the Chair stand as the judgment of the com- 
mittee ?’’ and it was agreed to, there being on a 
division—ayes 62, noes 56. 

The following paragraph was then read by the 
Clerk: 

‘* For salary of the commissiouer to the Sandwich [sl- 
ands, #3,000.°? 

Mr. BAYLY. I move to strike out of that 
paragraph ‘*&3,000,"" and to insert instead 
“© 45.000.” 

it will be recollected, Mr. Chairman, that at 
the last session of Congress the appropriation for 
the commissioner at the Sandwich Islands was 


| raised from $3,000 to $5,000 at the earnest recom-~ 
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mendation of the State Department: It was rep- 
resented by the Department that in consequence 
of the great importance of our interesta in the 
( cpenses of living on those 


Pacific ocean, and the € 
islands, the commis ; 
salary. Well, sir, since the discovery of gold in 
Australia, the importance of our commerce with 
the Sandwich Islands has increased, and [| take it 
for granted that the expenses of living have cer- 
tainly not decreased, if they have not augmented. 
And I do not know how tt was, when che De- 
martment earnestly recommended this salary 
should be raised to $5,000 per annum, and when 
jt was raised by the Llouse, that in sending their 
estimates to the Committee on Ways and Means 
they only estiny: uted for 43,000. 

Mr. HOUSTON, The salaries of foreign min- 
isters denn: altogether on the appropriations. At 
the last session this salar y was rats sed to 45.000, 
and I then considered Congress as establishing the 
amount intended to be paid; but the estimates sent 
to the Committee on Ways and Means were evs 
for $3,000, and, as a matter of course, the ¢ 
mittee did not report any more. 

The question was taken, and the amendt 
was adopted. 

Mr. GAYLORD. I moveto amend the see 
just read by adding to it the following: 

And that the further sum of $20,000 be, and the gm 
hereby, appropriated tor e purpose of enabling whe I 

a | } 
dent of the United States to send a comm loner t 
Sandwich Islands, to inquire into the expedienes of i 
tuting negotiations for the acquisition of said islands b 
United States 


ioner ought to receive So 00 


] desire a test of the sense of the committee on 
that amendment. 

Mr. GOODENOW. I submit that the amend- 
ment is not in order, on the ground of irrelevancy 
to the clause under consideration. Thereis nolaw 
authorizing such an appropriation. 

The CHAIRMAN. As the Chair understands 
there is no law forthe regulation of our foreign 
intercourse, the ¢ 
out of 

The followin gf item was} 
‘For interpreters, guards, and other expenses of the 
consulates at Coustantinople, Smyrna, and Alexandria, 
#1,500,”" 


Mr. HOUSTON. I move after the word 
‘¢ Smyrna,’’ to insert the word ** Candia,’’ and 
after the word ** Alex andria,’’ to strike out the 
sum of ‘ $1,500,’’ and in lieu thereof insert 
* 49,000.”’ 

i have before me letters from Mr. Webster and 
Mr. Everett recommending this amendment, 
which may be read if desired. 

The question was taken on the amendment, and 
it was agreed to. 

Mr. STANLY. I moveto amend the clause 
appropri: ating forthe salary of the consul general 
at Alexandria, by striking out ‘* $3,000” and in- 
serting ** $5,000.’’ 

Mr. Chairman, I know that this sum is inade- 
quate, and I offer this amendment, although it may 
benefit some Democratic gentleman who may come 
in hereafter and hold that place. I think that the 
honor and interests of this country require that 
the salary should be increased. At present it is 
not large enough. 1 hope the committee will in- 
crease it to 45,000. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. We have no 
other representative of the Government in Egypt 
than the consul at Alexandria. The great line of 
communication now across the continent, orfrom 
E urope to Asia, passes through E gypt. Many of 
our citizens annually tre ae that route, and I am 
inclined to think that the sal ary of the consul there 
should be raised, there being no other representa- 
ative of our Government in that quarter of the 
world. 

The question was then taken upon Mr, Sran- 
Ly’s amendment, and there were—ayes 71, noes 
46. 

Mr. BAYLY. In the confusion which pre- 
vailed here, it escaped my attention that we had 
passed by the provision for the commissioner re- 
siding at China. ‘There is no outfit provided. 

Mr. STANLY. There is no objection to his 
going back. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I ob ject. 

The following clause was then read: 


*¢For salaries and commissions of registers of land offices 
and receivers of public moneys, $141,700 ” 


Mr. HALL. I offer the following amendment, 
to come in at the end of the section: 


‘hair rules the amendment to be 
order 
ext read by the Clerk: 
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Provided, ‘Vhat whenever the amount received at any 
United States land office, under the third section of an act 
entitled * An act to make land warrants assignable and for 
other purposes,’’ approved Mareh 22, 1452, has exceeded 
or shall exceed the amount whuch the registers and receiv 
ers at auysuch office are entitied to receive under said 
third section, the surplus whi shall remain alter paying 
the amount so due as aforesaid to said registers and receiv 
ers, shall be paid into the ‘J isury of the United States, as 
other public moneys f 


The third section of the act of 22d of March 
provides that the receivers and registers of the 


land othces shall, for locating military land war- 


rants, receive the same fees which were allowed 
for cash entries. ‘here was no provision made, 
however, to dispose of the excess of fees over the 


$3,000—the maximum allowed to be retained by 
those officers. ‘The land officers asked that it be 
paid to them, ] propo that it shall be paid into 
the Treas iry of the United States. 

The question was then taken on the amend- 


ment, and it was acreed t 


a) 


; then read: 


ry ' 
i ne following ciause ws 


ity weer wapumets CUlT* 
nected with the public lands, amounting to about 
eight hundred thousand dollars, exciusive of the 
nmenigpf the Territo- 
»w for the purpose of 
tion to this question 
of the public lands, which | may not have an op- 
[t is evident—indeed, 

ed, and claimed by every 
one who has taken the tloor to advocate any of the 
measures of this C ongress for getting rid of the 
public lands, that they must soon cease to be a 
source of revenue. | question whether, even now, 
in these days of speculation, when the receipts 
ls, considering the im- 
mense number of acres heretofore thrown into 
market by the bounty land acts and by grants to 
the land States, railroad companies, and individu- 
als, as gratuities, must be mos uly the result of 
speculation, whether the annual receipts from the 
sales are equivalent to all the annual expenses con- 
nected with, and growing out of, their manage- 
ment and disposition. There have been already 
ecuniary consideration, 


appropriations for the gove 
ries. I make this motion ni 
saying a word or two 1) re 


portunity to do hereafter. 
it has been tak en for grant 


from the sales of public lan 


eranted away, without | 
a great portion of it within the last five years, 
over one hundred millions of acres. 

There are now pending in this House and in 
the Senate various measures, railroad bills, and 
other bills, exclusive of the homestead bill and 
Bennett’s |,) to dispose of and force 
at once into the market at least sixty millions of 
acres more. ll, which has passed this 
House, and is now in the Senate, disposes of about 
sixty millions of acres more. The homestead 
bill, which passed this House with a rush, and is 
now hanging in the Senate between conservatism 


and the Constitution on the one side, and certain 


bill, (SO calied 


Bennett’s bi 


principles and interests unnecessary to be speci- | 


fied on the other, may be said, if it becomes a law, 
to dispose of the whole remainder of the public 
domain as a charity to the landless, for their ben- 
efit and the benefit of the land States, erected and 
to be erected. Inaddition to these measures, Mr. 
Chairman, passed and pending, the Senate a few 


days since passed A bill extending preémption | 


rights to all the public lands unsurv “re as well 
as surveyed, and to all the reserved land in the 


land States, and even to the reserved sections re- || 


served or retained by the Government in the rail- 
road grants. Now, it must be borne in mind, Mr. 
Chairman, and I mention it now merely as evin- 
cing the strong determination to get the whole of 
the public domain out of the hands of the Gen- 
eral Government, and deprive it of all revenue 
therefrom, that although some of these land meas- 
ures are wholly inconsistent with each other, yet 
they receive the support and votes of the same 
honorable members, As for instance, the railroad 
bills which require the roads to be built and the 
lands granted to be sold within ten years, and the 
homestead bill, which will take away the very 
settlers wanted for the railroad lands, are advoca- | 
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ted and voted for by the same honorable venti. 
men. Indeed, such was the anxiety and deter. 
mination exhibited here a few days since by 
friends of some of the railroad bills granting i, 
for particular roads to press them through the 
House, that they were willing to have apper ded iv : 
them, and pass as an amendment, even Benne: ts 
land bill in substance and effect, although that m 
ure, as f have stated, had long before passed t 
House, and was then and is yet awaiting ac n 
in the Senate, and although it would be diffic ult to 
devise a measure more directly opposed to the jn. 
terest of the States in which the railroads Were ts 
be constructed, or to all the grounds upon whic 
these railroad grants have been asked for and ; 
vocated. And my colleague, [Mr. Deran,} ang 
other honorable members, brought down “Npon 
them the wrath and repeated denunciations of tha 
Republic by defeating legitimately, and accor ling 
to the rules and practice of the Llouse, this extyg. 


ig 


ad- 


ordinary combination of Opposing interas*- 





not discussing, I did not rise to discuss, the lan@ 
question or the right or w sieunae these land meas- 
ures. It is true that | am opposed to all of them, 
even to the bill of my honorable friend and ¢o}- 
league, [Mr. Bennetrt,] for reasons which jt 
would not be in order to state now. Bat itis jy 
order for me, in view of the facts to which I have 
called the attention of the committee, to ask then 
—to ask the country—whether this wholesale, 
inconsistent system of disposing of the pu 
domain is to be continued; and if so, whether they 
will not cost more than they will come to; wheth- 
er, if the old land system is wholly to be abandoned, 
and the Government is no longer to look to the 
public domain as a source of revenue, we ought to 
go on expending millions upon millions in making 
surveys and extinguishing Indian titles, princi- 
pally at the expense of the old States, long before 
the lands are required for settlement; whether, in 
fact, the appropriations in this bill for the continu 
ance of these surveys ought not to be striken out. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I object to the amendment, 
because it is the means of getting upanother Bun- 
combe debate inthe House. We were entertained 
yesterday during the whole day by Buncombe 
speeches upon a ‘subject which every member un- 
derstood perfectly; and I wish to say to the gen- 
tleman from New York, as I am the only proper 
representative of Buncombe here, that the citizens 
of that district understand this whole land ques- 


| tion thoroughly, and the rights of the East and 


the West, and they do not want to hear anything 
more upon the subject. If the gentleman wi ; al- 
low us to go on and get through with the bil 
day, next week we can get up some fresh oii 8, 
which my constituents in Buncombe would |ike 
to hear scmething about. I do hope that gentle- 
men will not press upon us any more amendments 
of this kind. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Suruen- 
LAND’s amendment, and it was rejected. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I propose the following 
amendment, to come in at the end of the clause. It 
explains itseif, as the committee will see when it 
is read. 

The amendment was then read, as follows: 

For resurveys and examinations of the surveys of the 
| public lands in those States where the offices of the sur 

veyor general have or shall be closed, under the acts of }2t 
of June, 1840, and 23d of January, 1843, including $2.00" 
for the salary of the clerk detailed on this special service 
the General Land Office, the sum of $15,000, 

That amendment is intended to provide for this 
case. In 1840 a law was passed authorizing, un- 
der certain circumstances, a surv ey of districts of 
land, and providing that the land offices in certain 
States be abolished and discontinued. We have 
amended that law at this session of Congress. In 
January we passed a law requiring, under certain 
circumstances, that offices in the States should be 

| abolished. The Department now want a small 





























appropriation for the purpose of enabling the Gen- 


eral Land Office here to have lines retraced when- 
ever it may be necessary in those States where 
there is no land office. Nvery gentleman who 


livesin a new State, a und who has made himself 


juainted with such matters, wil remember that 
there are resurveys to be made, and there being 
no offices in the State, a simple fund ts necessary 
to enable the Department here to have it done. 

Mr. TAYLOR made an inquiry, which was 
entirely inaudible to the Reporters. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The measure | propose does 
not change the law of ten years ago and the law 
of last January. They require that the books and 
papers of every description = ll be turned over to 
some other oftice, and they are there preserved. 


The question was then sani on Mr. Heus- 
Ton’s amendment, and it was agreed to. 
Mr. TAYLOR. I offer the following amend- 


ment: 





AVAL se BAR ® Ow owe - 
gestion before the Chair decides the point of order. 
The act of 1840, to which the gentleman refers, 
discontinues offices in Ohio without making any 
provision for preserving the records 


Mr. HOUSTON. The books and papers are 
turned over to another office. 
Mr. TAYLOR. I make the suggestion tothe 


Chair that it is not to build fire-proof offices there, 
but to make provisions for preserving the books 
and records. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of the opin- 
ion that the amendment is not in order. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND. I move to strike out 
the following clause of the bill, viz: 

“ To defray the expenses of examining and correcting old, 
imperfect, and defect surveys in the northern part of the 
lower peninsula of Michigan, $3,000.” 

Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from North Car- 
olina, [Mr. Cuineman,] if he intended to charge 
me with having made a speech for Buncombe, has 
done me injustice. Mr. Chairman, I have made 
this motion to enable me to add a word or two to 
what I said a few moments since in relation to the 

land measures of this Congress, and to the expe- 
i Vy and injustice of making further a; »propria- 
tions for surveys of the public lands, if these land 
measures are to be carried out, and to be followed 
up by other like measures as a system. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I desire to say one word 
of explanation. The gentleman from New York 
misunderstood me. I did not say that he had 
made a Buncombe speech. I objected to his 
amendment. I said that it would be mischievous, 
because it had a tendency to get up a Buncombe 
debate. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND. Mr. Chairman, it is 
evident that the extension of our territory, the 
erection and admission of new Territories and 
States, their wants, interests, claims, and influ- 
ence, have a tendency to lead, and have in fact 
led, toa practic al extension of the powers of the 
Government in the disposition of the publiclands, 
and making internal improvements in the States, 
to a degree never dreamed of by the framers of the 
Constitution. Itis very evident that it is for the 
interest of the new States to get all the public 
lands; and it is equally evident that it is for their 
interest to have their rivers and harbors improved 
at the expense of the United States. The doc- 
trines of strict construction, and of State-Rights, 
cannot flourish much in new States. Ifthe nation- 
ality of a proposed internal improvement is to be 
determined by the number of votes it can get in 
Congress, itis very evident that the constitutional 
power of the Government to make internal im- 
provements can be stretched out to any extent to 
meet the wants and interest of every new accession 
of territory, and that it will be so stretched out. 
Now, Mr. Chairman, I am in favor of legitimate 
progress, but not of progress at the expense of 
the Constitution. If it is necessary, let amend-| 


RED 
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ments to the Constitution bea part of our prog 
ress. i 

I have made these general remarks 
pose o of cor 


for the pur- 
icluding with this suggestion: whether, 
rather than to continue these enormous appropri- 
ations for surveys and other annual expenses of 
the public lands, mainly at the expense of f the old 
States, r: ather than to continue the system of legis- 
le ution of this Congress, ane for a few years past, 
in relation to the public lands, at the expense of 
the Constitution and the rights of States, it would 
not be better at once to release to the several land 
States all the lands belonging to the United States 
within them, on condition ‘that they should not 
ever thereafter cali upon the Gene rel Government 
for any appropriations for internal imy provement 
The suggestion may y possibly serve as a hint to 
some one who may feel dis sposed to bring forward 
hereafter some measure for disposing of this diffi- 


cult land question, which has consumed 30 miu he 
at the time of thie Claneeen~ --? 


~64 mien 





Mr. HOUSTON. The minds of the members 
of this House, I have no doubt, are entirely made 
up upon the subject of this amendment. They 
know whether they intend to prosecute the public 
surveys or mi. As | desire to progress with the 
bill, lam perfectly willing to leave the question 
to the committee, without replying to the remarks 
of the gentleman from New York. I only ask 
them to vote down his amendment. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Suruer- 
LAND’s amendment, and it was rejected. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Iam instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means to offer the following 
amendment: 

To defray the expenses incurred of a geological recon- 
noissance in Oregon, undertaken in the year 1851, under 
instructions from the Department of the Interior, and in- 
trusted to Doctor I. Evans, 11,984 25. 

I will only say that the amount embraced 
that amendment is for a deficiency—a debt abso- 
lutely due now to the gentleman who prosecuted 
that geological survey. 

Mr. LANE. I move to amend the amendment 
of the chairman of the Committee on Ways and 
Means, by adding thereto the following: 

Por completing the geological reconnoissances in Oregon, 


§5,000. 


Mr. Chairman, [ am very much in hopes that 
there will be no opposition to this amendment, and 
as I have no wish to consume time, I am content 
to leave it to the committee to vote upon it, with- 
out making any remarks. I will only say that 
this amount of money will complete the survey, 
and that it is necessary for the whole country that 
it should be made, and particularly for Oregon 
Territory. I hope the committee will adopt mv 
amendment. 

The question was then taken upon the amend- 
ment to the amendment, and it was agreed to. 

The question recurred upon the amendment as 
amended, and being put, it was decided in the 
affirmative. 

So the amendment as amended was agreed to. 

The following clause being under consideration, 
viz: 

‘For the extension of the United States Capitol, 
$600,000,” 

Mr. CLINGMAN said: I desire to offer the 
following amendment, to come in at the end of 
that clause: 

For the purchase of the statue of America, to be executed 
by Hiram Powers, in whatever manner he shall think pref 
erable, the sum of $20.000, to be expended under the direc- 
tion of the President of the United States. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
in order? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 
eres 

Mr. HOUSTON. It has no connection with 
continuing an appropriation for work already com- 
menced. I believe it was ruled out of order in the 
Senate. 


I ask if that amendment is 


[t is but continuing the 
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Mr. CLINGMAN. The gentleman has no 
right to refer to what takes place in the Senate. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kent ucky. 
was to the de ficiency bill : 

Mr. CLINGMAN., li may have been ruled 
out of order in the Senate as an amendment to the 
But we are now 
very large sum of nx ney for the extension of the 
Canito 


The CHAIRMAN, Does the 


Beside Ss, that 


deficiency bill. appropriating a 


rentleman from 


Alabama insis m his question of order? 

Mr He STON. Ide. 

Tl U AIR MAN Then the Chair feels con- 
strained to rule the amendment out of order. 

Mit CLINGM AN. Lappeal from that decis- 
ion, and tl rh L have ne right to argue it, [ 
havea right to state the grounds of my appent, 
We are appropriating a large sum of money for 
the extension of t! e Capitol— - : 

The CHAIRMAN, ‘That is debating it. The 
weetloman can state the crounds of his ap veal, but 


$ no right to debate it. 

-CLINGMAN. lL appeal from the decision 
> Chair, upon the ground that what my 
iment provides for is 
nanent fixt 

eCHAIR M AD N. Thegentleman from North 
ina offers an amendment which has been 
n the hearing of the committee. A question 
ler is raised on it b ry the gentleman from Ala- 
»|Mr. Hovsron.| The Chair decides the 
dment to be outof order, as it Is notembraced 
within either of the three classes provided for in 
the &Ist rule. From that decision the 
man from North Carolina appeals, and the ques- 
tion is, ** Sha tl ie decision of the Chair stand as 


: : { 
a part of the Capitol, 


rentie- 


the judgement of the committee 
‘The question was then taken, and it was de- 
cided in the aflirmative. 
So the decision of the Chair was sustained, and 
the amendment ruled out of orde A 
Ir. STANTON, of Kentucky. I offer the fol- 
lowing as an amendment to the clause now under 


consid eration: 

And that £20,000 of the foregoing sum be applied to the 
purpose of employing Hiram Powers to execute an em 
blematic statue of America, to be placed under the direction 


of the President in some part of the Wings of the Capitol. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that that 


amendment is out of order. 
Mr. STANTON. Allow me to say a word 
with reference to this matter. I appeal from the 


decision of the Chair. 
TheCHAIRMAN. Thegentleman from Ken- 
tucky appeals from the decision of the Chair 
ruling his amendment out of order. 
Me. STANTON. I desire tostate the grounds 
of my appeal. The $600,000 


proposed to be ap- 
propriated by this clause for the extension of the 


Capitol, is designed not only for the substantial 
parts of the work, but also for the ornamental 
part. This amendment proposes to divert $20,000 
of the appropriation to the execution of a piece of 
statuary by an American artist. Of 
you can appropriate money for the substantial 
parts of the work, you can appropriate money for 
the ornamental! parts. 

The CHAIRMAN. The appeal is not debata- 
ble. Statuary is no part of the public works. 

Mr. STANTON. Then I think we had better 
take down the statues about this Hall. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ken- 
tucky offers an amendment which has been read 
The Chair rules 
From that decision 
the gentleman from Kentucky appeals, and the 
question is, ** Shall the decision of the Chair stand 
as the judgment of the committee pe 

The question was then taken, and it was decided 
in the affirmative. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained, and 
the amendment rule d to he out of order. 

Mr. FITCH obtained the floor. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 1 will modify my amend- 
ment so as to make it in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from In 
diana is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Well,I desire to have an 
opportunity of offering the amendment before this 
clause is passed. 

Mr. FITCH. I move the following amend - 
ment as a proviso to the same clause of the bill 
providing for the extension of the C apitol: 


Provided, That none of the money hereby eppr¢ »priated, 


course, if 


in the hearing of the committee. 


the amendment out of order. 
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mendation of the State Department: It was rep- 
resented by the Department that in consequence 
of the great importance of our interests mn the 
Pacific ocean, and the expenses of living on those 
islands, the commissioner ought to receive $0,000 
salary. Well, sir, since the discovery of gold in 
Australia, the imp yrtance of our commerce with 
the Sandwich Islands has increased, and [ take it 
for granted that the expenses of living have cer- 
tainly not deere ised, if the y have not augme nted. 
And I do not know how tt was, when the De- 
partment earné stly recommended this salary 
should be raised to $5,000 per annum, and when 
it was raised by the tlouse, that in sending their 
estimates to the Committee on Ways and Means 
they only estimated for $3,000. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The salaries of foreign min- 
isters depend altog ther on the appropriations. At 
the last session this salary was raised to 45,000, 
and [then considered Congress as establishing the 
amount intended to be paid; but the estimates sent 
to the Committee on Ways and Means were only 
for $3,000, and, as a matter of course, the com- 
mittee did not report any more. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was adopted. 

Mr. GAYLORD. I moveto amend the section 
just read by adding to it the following: 

And that the further sum of £20,000 be, and the same is 
hereby, appropriated for the purpose of enabling the Presi 


dent of the United States to send a comm loner to te 
Sandwich Islands, to iiquire into the expedieney of insti 
tuting negotiations for the acquisition of said islands by the 


United States. 

I desire a test of the sense of the committee an 
that amendment. 

Mr. GOODENOW. I submit that the amend- 
ment is not in order, on the ground of irrelevancy 
to the clause under consideration. There is no law 
authorizing such an appro} 

The CHAIRMAN. As the Chair understands 
there is no law forthe regulation of our foreign 
intercourse, the Chair rules the amendment to be 
out of order. 

The following item was next read by the Clerk: 

“For interpreters, guards, and other expenses of the 
consulates at Constantinople, Smyma, and Alexandria, 
#1,500.” 


Mr. HOUSTON. I move after the word 
‘¢Smyrna,’’ to insert the word ** Candia,’’ and 
after the word ** Alexandria,’’ to strike out the 
sum of ** $1,500,’’ and in lieu thereof insert 
«© 9.000.” 

i have before me letters from Mr. Webster and 
Mr. Everett recommending this amendment, 


yrriation. 


‘which may be read if desired. 


The question was taken on the amendment, and 
it was agreed to. 

Mr. STANLY. Imoveto amend the clause 
appropriating for the salary of the consul general 


at Alexandria, by striking out ‘* $3,000” and in- | 


serting ** $5,000.’’ 
Mr. Chairman, I know that this sum is inade- 
quate, and [ offer this amendment, although it may 


benefit some Democratic gentieman who may come | 


in hereafter and hold that place. I think that the 
honor and interests of this country require that 
the salary should be increased. At present it is 
not large enough. I hope the committee will in- 
crease it to $5,000. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. We have no 
other representative of the Government in Egypt 
than the consul at Alexandria. The great line of 
communication now across the continent, or from 
Europe to Asia, passes through Egypt. Many of 
our citizens annually travel that route, and | am 
inclined to think that the salary of the consul there 
should be raised, there being no other representa- 
ative of our Government in that quarter of the 
world. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Sray- 
Ly’s amendment, and there were—ayes 71, noes 
46. 

Mr. BAYLY. In the confusion which pre- 
vailed here, it escaped my attention that we had 
passed by the provision for the commissioner re- 
siding at China. ‘There is no outfit provided. 

Mr. STANLY. There is no objection to his 
going back. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I object. 

The following clause was then read: 


‘¢Por salaries and commissions of registers of land offices 
and receivers of public moneys, $141,700 ” 


Mr. HALL. I offer the following amendment, | 


to come in at the end of the section: 
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Provided, ‘Vat whenever the amonnt received at any 
United States land office, under the third section of an act 
entitied ** An act to make land warrants assignable and for 


other purposes,’’ approved March 22, 1852, has exceeded 


or shall exceed the amount whi *h the registers and receiv 





ers at aiiy st 





office are enutitied to receive ander satd 
hall remain after paying 
the amount so due as aforesaid to said registers and receiv 


isury of ihe United States, as 


third seet 


ers, shall be paid into the T 
other public moneys. 

The third section of the act of 22d of March 
provides that the receivers and registers of the 
land offices shall, for locating military land war- 
rants, receive the same fees which were allowed 


for cash entries. ihere was no provision made, 


however, to di 


pose of the excess of fees over the 
$3,000—the maximum allowed to be retained by || 
those officers. ‘The land officers asked that it be 
paid tothem. I propose that it shall be paid into 
the Treasury of the United States. 

The question was then taken on the amend- 
ment, and it was acreed to. 
then read: 


, ineludingincidental ex- 


‘tT ; « ») " 
ne ronowineg ciause Ww 


y the public la 


penses and special surveys, demanding augmented rates, 
tobe applied and apportioned to the several districts ac- 
cording to the exigencies of the public service, (the part to 
be applied to the resurveys required by the location and 
survey of private claims in Floridato be disbursed at a rate 
not execeding five dollars per mile,) in addition to the un- 
expended balances of former appropriations, $115,000, ” 


Mr. SUTHERLAND. | move to strike out 
the whole of that clause. Had it been in order 
to have done so on one motion, I would have 
moved to strike out all the appropriations in this 
bill for future surveys and other expenses con- 
nected with the pubhie lan Is, amounting to about 
eight hundred thousand dollars, exclusive of the 
appropriations for the covernmentgpf the Territo- 
ries. I make this motion now for the purpose of 
saying a word or two in relation to this question 
of the public lands, which | may not have an op- 
portunity to do hereatter. It is evident—indeed, 
ithas been taken for granted, and claimed by every 
one who has taken the tloor to advocate any of the 
measures of this Congress for getting rid of the 
public lands, that they must soon cease to be a 
source of revenue. | question whether, even now, 
in these days of speculation, when the receipts 
s, considering the im- 
mense number of acres heretofore thrown into 
market by the bounty land acts and by grants to 
the land States, railroad companies, and individu- 
als, as gratuities, must be mostly the result of 
speculation, whether the annual receipts from the 
sales are equivalent to all ihe annual expenses con- 
nected with, and growing out of, their manage- 
ment and disposition. ‘There have been already | 
granted away, without pecuniary consideration, 
a great portion of it within the last five years, 
over one hundred millions of acres. 

There are now pending in this House and in 
the Senate various measures, railroad bills, and 
other bills, exclusive of the homestead bill and 
Bennett’s bill, (so called,) to dispose of and force 
at once into the market at least sixty millions of 
acres more. Bennett’s bill, which has passed this 
House, and is now in the Senate, disposes of about 
sixty millions of acres more. The homestead 
bill, which passed this House with a rush, and is 
now hanging in the Senate between conservatism 
and the Constitution on the one side, and certain 


from the sales of pul lic land 





principles and interests unnecessary to be speci- | 


fied on the other, may be said, if it becomes a law, 
to dispose of the whole remainder of the public 
domain as a charity to the landless, for their ben- 
efit and the benefit of the land States, erected and 
to be erected. Inaddition to these measures, Mr. 
Chairman, passed and pending, the Senate a few 


days since passed a bill extending preémption | 


rights to all the public lands unsurveyed as well 
as surveyed, and to all the reserved land in the 


land States, and even to the reserved sections re- | 
served or retained by the Government in the rail- | 


road grants. Now, it must be borne in mind, Mr. 
Chairman, and I mention it now merely as evin- 
cing the strong determination to get the whole of 
the public domain out of the hands of the Gen- 
eral Government, and deprive it of all revenue 
therefrom, that although some of these land meas- 
ures are wholly inconsistent with each other, yet 
they receive the support and votes of the same 
honorable members. As for instance, the railroad 
bills which require the roads to be built and the 
lands granted to be sold within ten years, and the 
homestead bill, which will take away the very 
| settlers wanted for the railroad lands, are advoca- 
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ted and voted for by the same honorable vent) 
men. Indeed, such was the anxiety and 


oe 
Geter. 


| mination exhibited here a few days since by the 


friends of some of the railroad bills granting jana 

for particular roads to press them through th, 
House, that they were willing to have apne; \ 

them, and pass as an amendment, even Bennett's 
land bill in substance and effect, although that meas. 
ure, as f have stated, had long before passed thy. 
House, and was then and is yet awaiting action 
in the Senate, and although it would be diffiey); ‘ 
devise a measure more directly opposed to the jn. 
terest of the States in which the railroads were t, 
be constructed, or to all the grounds upon whieh 
these railroad grants have been asked for and ad. 
vocated. And my colleague, [Mr. Dean,} ang 
other honorable members, brought down yn 

them the wrath and repeated denunciations of th, 
Republic by defeating legitimately, and aecordine 
to the rules and practice of the House, this extra. 
ordinary combination of opposing interests, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I rise to a ques. 
tion of order. The rule allowing five minutes de. 
bate must be confined to an explanation of the 
amendment, and not to discussion of subjects out 
side of railroad bills. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is inclined tp 
the opinion that the remarks of the gentlemay 
from New York are in order, for he may apply 
them to show that the surveys should not 
made. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND. Precisely so. 1 am 
not discussing, | did not rise to discuss, the land 
question or the right or wrong of these land meas. 
ures. It is true that | am opposed to all of them, 
even to the bill of my honorable friend and col- 
league, [Mr. Bennerrt,] for reasons which jt 
would not be in order to state now. But itis; 
order for me, in view of the facts to which I have 
called the attention of the committee, to ask them 
—to ask the country—whether this wholesale, 
inconsistent system of disposing of the pub 
domain is to be continued; and if so, whether they 
wiil not cost more than they will come to; wheth- 
er, if the old land system is wholly to be abandoned, 
and the Government is no longer to look to the 
public domain as a source of revenue, we ought to 
go on expending millions upon millions in making 
surveys and extinguishing Indian titles, princi- 
pally at the expense of the old States, long before 
the lands are required for settlement; whether, in 
fact, the appropriations in this bill for the continu- 
ance of these surveys ought not to be striken out. 

[Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. CLINGMAN. [I object to the amendment, 
because it is the means of getting upanother Bun- 
combe debate inthe House. We were entertained 
yesterday during the whole day by Buncombe 
speeches upon a subject which every member un- 
derstood perfectly; and | wish to say to the gen- 
tleman from New York, as I am the only proper 
representative of Buncombe here, that the citizens 
of that district understand this whole land ques- 

| tion thoroughly, and the rights of the East and 

the West, and they do not want to hear anything 
more upon the subject. If the gentleman will al- 
low us to go on and get through with the bill to- 
day, next week we can get up some fresh subjects, 
which my constituents in Buncombe would like 
to hear scmething about. I do hope that gentle- 
men will not press upon us any more amendments 
of this kind. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Sutuen- 
| LAND’s amendment, and it was rejected. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I propose the following 
amendment, to come in at the end of the clause. It 
explains itseif, as the committee will see when it 
is read. 

The amendment was then read, as follows: 

For resurveys and examinations of the surveys of the 

| public lands in those States where the offices of the sur 
veyor general have or shall be closed, under the acts of }2t 
of June, 1840, and 23d of January, 1853, including $2.00" 
for the salary of the clerk detailed on this special service it 
the General Land Office, the sum of $15,000. 

That amendment is intended to provide for this 
case. In 1840 a law was passed authorizing, un- 
der certain circumstances, a survey of districts of 
land, and providing that the land offices in certain 
States be abolished and discontinued. We have 
amended that law at this session of Congress. In 

| January we passed a law requiring, under certain 
circumstances, that offices in the States should be 
|| abolished. The Department now want a small 
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riation for the purpose of enabling the Gen- 
eral Land Office here to have lines retraced when- 

er it may be nec ag in those States where 
there is no land offic Nvery gentleman who 
livesin a new State, am who has made himself 
e juainted with suck matters, will remember that 
there are resurveys to be made, and there being 
no offices in the State, a simple fund ts necessary 
to enable the Department here to have it done. 

Mr. TAYLOR made an inquiry, which was 
entirely inaudible to the Reporters. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The measure I propose does 
not change the law of ten years ago and the law 
of last January. ‘They require th at the books and 
papers of every dese ription shall be turned over to 
some other office, and they are there preserved. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Hovus- 
Ton’s amendment, and it was agreed to. 

TAYLOR. I offer the following amend- 
ment: 
For the purpose of providing, in suck mede as the Secre- 
tary of the Interior may direct, a fire proof building at Chil 
the, Ohio, in which the public records of the land offices 
now kept at that place, may be safely preserved, s——. 

I wish this to succeed the amendment of the 
eentleman from Alabama. {Mr. Housron.] I de- 
sire only to make a few remarks. 

Mr. HOUSTON. My amendment is adopted. 
I understand that is to complete a fire- proof build- 
ing for the purposes of Government. Now, if 
that is so, | will make the point of order. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I only want to make asug- 
gestion before the C hair decides the point of order. 
The act of 1840, to which the gentleman refers, 
discontinues offices in Ohio without making any 
provision for preserv ing the records 

Mr. HOUSTON. The books and papers are 
turned over to another oflice 

Mr. TAYLOR. I make the suggestion tothe 
Chair that it is notto build fire-proof offices there, 
but to make provisions for preserving the books 
and records. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of the opin- 
ion that the amendment is not in order. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND. I move to strike out 
the following clause of the bill, viz: 

“To defray the expenses of examining and correcting old, 
imperfect, and defect surveys in the northern part of the 
lower peninsula of Michigan, $3,000.” 


Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from North Car- 
olina, [Mr. Cuineman,] if he intended to charge 
me with having made a speech for Buncombe, has 
done me injustice. Mr. Chairman, I have made 
this motion to enable me to add a word or two to 
what I said a few moments since in relation to the 

land measures of this Congress, and to the expe- 
ae ney and injustice of making further appropria- 
tions for surveys of the public lands, if these land 
measures are to be c orried out, and to be followed 
up by other like measures as a system. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I desire to say one word 
of explanation. The gentleman from New York 
misunderstood me. I did not say that he had 
made a Buncombe speech. I objected to his 
amendment. I said that it would be mischievous, 
because it had a tendency to get up a Buncombe 
debate. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND. Mr. Chairman, it is 
evident that the extension of our territory, the 
erection and admission of new Territories and 
States, their wants, interests, claims, and influ- 
ence, have a tendency to lead, and have in fact 
led, to a practical extension of the powers of the 
Government in the disposition of the publiclands, 
and making internal improvements in the States, 
to a degree never dreamed of by the framers of the 
Constitution. Itis very evident that it is for the 
interest of the new States to get all the public 
lands; and it is equally evident that it is for their 
interest to have their rivers and harbors improved 
at the expense of the United States. The doc- 
trines of strict construction, and of State-Rights, 
cannot flourish much in new States. Ifthe nation- 
ality of a proposed internal improvement is to be 
determined by the number of votes it can get in 
Congress, itis very evident that the constitutional 
power of the Government to make internal im- 
provements can be stretched out to any extent to 
meet ihe wants and interest of every new accession 
of territory, and that it will be so stretched out. 
Now, Mr. Chairman, I am in favor of legitimate 
progress, but not of progress at the expense of 
the Constitution. 


If it is necessary, let amend- | 
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ments to the Constitution be a part of our prog 
ress. 

I have made these general remarks for the pur- 
pose of concluding with this suggestion: whether, 
rather than to continue these enormous appropri- 
ations for surveys and other annual expenses of 
the public lands, m: rinly at the expense of the old 
States, rather than to continue the system of legis- 
lation of this Congress, and for a few years past, 
in relation to the public lands, at the expense of 
the Constitution and the rights of States, it would 
not be better at once to release to the several land 
States all the lands belonging to the United States 
within them, on condition that they should not 
ever thereafter call upon the General Government 
for any appropriations for internal improvements. 
The suggestion may possibly serve as a hint to 
some one who may feel dis posed to bring forward 
hereafter some measure for disposing of this diffi- 
cult land question, which has consumed so much 
of the time of this Congress, and is likely to give 
so much trouble in the future. 

{tere the hammer fell, 

Mr. HOUSTON. I would not object, if we had 
time enough, to any discussion which the gentle- 
man from New York might see fit to bring up, 
upon this or any other bill. But we have not got 
time to appropriate to the discussion of the sub- 
ject which the gentleman is presenting to the con- 
sideration of the committee. 

A Memaber. Then stop speaking yourself, and 
let us vote. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The minds of the members 
of this House, I have no doubt, are entirely made 
up upon the subject of this amendment. They 
know whether they intend to prosecute the public 
surveys or *:. As I desire to progress with the 
bill, [ am perfectly willing to leave the question 
to the committee, without replying to the remarks 
of the gentleman from New York. I only ask 
them to vote down his amendment. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Suruer- 
LAND’s amendment, and it was rejected. 

Mr. HOUSTON. [am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means to offer the following 
amendment: 

To defray the expenses incurred of a geological recon- 
noissance in Oregon, undertaken in the year 1851, under 
instructions from the Departinent of the Interior, and in- 
trusted to Doctor I. Evans, $11,984 25. 

I will only say that the amount embraced 
that amendment ts for a deficiency—a debt abso- 
lutely due now to the gentleman who prosecuted 
that ceological survey 

Mr. LANE. I move to amend the amendment 
of the chairman of the Committee on Ways and 

Means, by adding thereto the following: 

For completing the geological reconnoissances in Oregon, 


£5,060. 


Mr. Chairman, [ am very much in hopes that 
there will be no opposition to this amendment, and 
as I have no wish to consume time, I am content 
to leave it to the committee to vote upon it, with- 
out making any remarks. I will only say that 
this amount of money will complete the survey, 
and that it is necessary for the whole country that 
it should be made, and particularly for Oregon 
Territory. 1 hope the committee will adopt mv 
amendment. 

The question was then taken upon the amend- 
ment to the amendment, and it was agreed to. 

The question rec urred upon the amendment as 
amended, and being put, it was decided in the 
affirmative. 

So the amendment as amended was agreed to. 

The following clause being under consideration, 
viz: 

‘For the extension of the United States Capitol, 
$600,000,” 

Mr. CLINGMAN said: I desire to offer the 
following amendment, to come in at the end of 
that clause: 

For the purchase of the statue of America, to be executed 
by Hiram Powers, in whatever manner he shall think pref- 
erable, the sum of $20.000, to be expended under the direc- 
tion of the President of the United States. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I ask if that amendment is 


in order? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. It is but continuing the 
appropriation. 

Mr. HOUSTON. It has no connection with 


continuing an appropriation for work alread y com- 
menced. 
Senate. 


1 believe it was ruled out of order in the | 
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The gentleman has no 


Mr. CLINGMAN. 


right to refer to what takes place in the Senate. 


Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. 
was to the deficiency bill. : 

Mr. CLINGMAN,. It may have been ruled 
out of order in the Senate as an amendment to the 
deficiency bill. But we are now appropriating a 
very large sum of money for the extenskm ef the 
Canito|—— ‘ 

The CHAIRMAN, Does the gentleman from 
Alabama insist on his question of order? 

Mr. HOUSTON. I da. 

The CLIAIRMAN. Thenthe Chair feels con- 
strained to rule the amendment out of order. 

Mr. CLINGMAN, I appeal from that decis- 
ion, and 


Besides, that 


thor oh l have ne right to argue it, [ 
havea right to state the grounds of my 
We are propriaung a large sum of money for 
the « <tension of tf e Canitto|—— 

The CH LIRM AN. That is debating: it. The 


ventienian can state t 


pp e ul. 


he grounds of his appeal, but 
he has no right to del te it. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. ki 
of the Chair, upon the 
amendment provides f 
a pe rime anent fixture. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman from North 
Carolina offers an amendment which has been 
read in the hearing of the committee. A quer sation 
of order is raised on it by the gentleman from Ala- 
bama, (Mr. Hovsron.|] The Chair decides the 
amendment to be out of order, as it is not embraced 
within either of the three classes provided for in 
the SIst rule. From that decision the 
man from North Carolina appeals, and the ques- 
tion is, ** Shall the decision of the Chair stand 
the judgment of the committee ?”’ 

‘The question was then taken, and 

1 in the affirmative. 


So the decision of the 


ippeal from the decision 
eround that what my 


or is a part of the Cay itoi, 


rentie~ 


t was de- 


Chair was sustained, and 
the amendment ruled out of order. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I offer the fol- 
lowing as an amendment to the clause now under 
consideration: 

And that $20,000 of the foregoing sum be applied to the 
purpose of employing Hiram Powers to execute an em 
blematic statue of America, to be placed under the direction 
of the President in some part of the wings of the Capitol. 

The CHAIRMAN. The 
amendment is out of order. 

Mr. STANTON. Allow me to say a word 
with reference to this matter. I ap) eal from the 
decision of the Chair. 

TheCHAIRMAN. Thegentleman from Ken- 
tucky appeals from the decision of the Chair’ 
ruling his amendment out of order 

Mr. STANTON. 1 desire to state the grounds 
of my appeal. The $600,000 proposed to be ap- 
proj rriated b ry this clause for the extension of the 


vhair thinks that taat 


Capitol, is designed not only for the substantial 
parts of a. alt’ but also for the ornamental 
part. This amendment proposes to divert $20,000 
of the appropriation to the execution of a piece of 
statuary by an American artist. Of course, if 
you can appropriate money for the substantial 
parts of the work, you can appropriate money for 
the ornamental parts. 

The CHAIRMAN. The appeal is not debata- 
ble. Statuary is no part of the public works. 

Mr. STANTON. Then I think we had better 
take down the statues about this Hall. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ken- 
tucky offers an amendment which has been read 
in the hearing of the committee. The Chair rules 
the amendment out of order. From that decision 
the gentleman from Kentucky appeals, and the 
question is, ** Shall the decision of the Chair stand 
as the judgment of the committee ?’’ 

The question was then taken, and it was decided 
in the affirmative. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained, and 
the amendment rule d to be out of order. 

Mr. FITCH obtained the floor. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 1 will modify my amend- 
ment so as to make it in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from In- 
diana is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. CL INGM AN. Well, 1 desire to have an 
opportunity of offering the amendment before this 
clause is passed. 

Mr. FITCH. I move the 
ment as a proviso to the same clause of the bill 
providing for the extension of the Capitol: 

Provided, That none of the money hereby appropriated, 


following amend- 
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or remaining unexpended of former appropriations, shall 
be expended,-or its expenditure anticipated by the con 
traction of debts to be paid from it before the first of April 
next. ; 

Mr. HOUSTON. I would suggest to my friend 
from Indiana to withdraw that amendment, and 
provide for this matter somewhere else. This 
money eannot, any of it, be expended until the 
firat of July next. ; : 

A Memser. That proviso is attached to the 
deficiency bill. 

Mr. FITCH. [If that proviso is attached to 
the deficiency bill, 1 will withdraw my amend- 
ment, with the consent of the committee. 

There was no objection, and the amendment 
was withdrawn. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. The amendment of the 
gentleman from Indiana being withdrawn, | now 
move to amend that section by adding to the end 
thereof the following, viz: 

Twenty thousand dollars, to be expended in removing the 
statue of the Indian squaw in the eastern portico of the 
Capitol, and substituting therefor a statue of Aimerica, to be 
executed by Hiram Powers, under the direction of the Pres- 
ident of the United States. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I rise to a question of order. | 
I ask whether that amendment is in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair cannot de- 
termine whether it ts in order or not until the 
gentleman reduces his amendment to writing. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Very well; I willreduce it 
to writing. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair, however, will 
save the gentleman that trouble by deciding his 
amendment to be out of order. Jt is substan- 
tially the same thing which hasalready been ruled 
out of order. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I willtake an appeal from 
the decision of the Chair. I draw this distinc- | 
tion 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman must rec- 
ollectthat the appeal isnot debatable. The amend- 
ment must, however, be reduced to writing before | 
an appeal can be taken. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. To save the time of the 
committee, I will withdraw the appeal and the 
amendment, with the consent of the committee. 

There was no objection, and the amendment 
was withdrawn. 


The following clause of the bill having been 
read: 

* For compensation of the public gardener, $1,200 ;”’ 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, said: I have the 
authority of the Committee on Public Buildings | 
to offer several amendments to this portion of the 
bill. Before I reach them, I will, however, offer | 
one upon my own responsibility. It is not rec- | 
ommended by the Committee on Public Buildings. 
| move to add the following at the end of the 
clause: 

And the exelusive management of the grounds attached 
to the Capitol and surrounding the Executive mansion, 
shall be under his control. 

{ understand that originally, when the public 
gardener was appointed, he was intrusted with 
the exclusive control and management of these 
grounds; that is, in all which relates to their cul- 
tivation, improvement, and embellishment. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I have no | 
question that this amendment is right. It ought 
to be adopted. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. Very well. | 
I will say nothing further if the committee are sat- 
isfied. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment was adopted. 


The following clause of the biil now being un- 
der consideration: 
*« For compensation of the doorkeeper at the President’s 





House, at $500, and of an assistant doorkeeper at the same, 


at $365 per annum, $865 ;”’ 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, moved the fol- 
lowing amendment: 

Forsalary of a house steward, to be appointed by the Pres 
ident, to have charge of the plate, furniture, and equipage 
belonging to the presidential mansion, $1,200. 

Mr. S. said: Mr. Chairman, this amendment 
has been recommended by the Commissioner of 
Public Buildings, who assures me, in a communi- 
cation which I now have upon my desk 

Mr. DUNHAM. I rise toa point of order. I 
ask whether that amendment is in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chairis of the opin- | 
ion that the amendment is in order. 





Mr. STANTON. 


The Commissioner assures 
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me that there is property in the President’s House | 


amounting in value to $100,000, over which there 
is no person about the establishment who has the 
exclusive charge or management. ‘There is an 
immense amount of personal property liable to be 
carried away. It consists of plate, furniture of 
various kinds, and various other articles, the care 
and management of which should be under the 
control of some one whose particular duty it is to 
preserve and protect it. The Commissioner of 
P .blic Buildings thinks this appointment is neces- 
sary, and the Committee on Public Buildings have 
concurred with me in the same opinion, and have 
instructed me to report this amendment. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If I understand that amend- 
ment, it is to create another steward or officer at 


the President’s House. Now, | think it is creating | 


the office a little too soon. 
been gradually increasing. We created an addi- 
tional one during the lastsession. I dothink this 
is going a little too fast. We ought at least to 
wait until the President elect, for whom itis de- 
signed, comes into office and asks for it himself. 


These officers have | 


We have already granted two or three oflicers of | 


this sort, and if this thing is to go on I want to 
know where it is to stop. 

Mr. STANTON. The salary of the President 
is but $25,000 per annum. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Oh, I have heard of that 
before. 

Mr. STANTON. He requires twice as much 
now as when the salary was fixed, and we have 
given him a mere pitiful doorkeeper and two 
watchmen outside of the building. a addition to 
the immense duties of his Posie my, “you by 
the recent extension of our domain, Will you, for 


the sake of saving $1,200, burden him with the |! 


menial duties of taking care of and protecting the 
plate, bedding, and other furniture of the Executive 
mansion ? 

Mr. HOUSTON. If we are to increase the 
salary of the President of the United States, let us 
do it like men, directly, and not attempt to do it 
in this manner. Iam tired of that sort of argu- 
ment, Let us come up and meetthe question. If 
we do not give the President a sufficient salary, 
let that fact be made to appear, and I will vote for 
an increase. 

Mr. TUCK. I move to increase the amount 
$300. 1 do this for the purpose of saying that I 
am in favor of the policy of adding to the salary 
of the President of the United States, and if this 
addition of $1,500 for the employment of a steward 
is to be any assistance to the President, I am in 
favor of it. 

But I will not detain the committee for the five 
minutes which are allotted to me under the rule. 


being politically opposed to the President elect, my 
motives will not be misunderstood. 
amendment in addition to that reported by the 
Committee on Public Buildings, and I hope the 
amendment will be adopted. 

Mr.SWEETSER. lam opposed to the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from New Hampshire, as 
I am to the whole proposition. I hope the Dem- 
ocratic party in this Elouse will not force upon the 


President elect, in the arrangement of the presiden- | 


tial mansion, offices which are not in consonance 
with the republican simplicity of ourGovernment— 
a retinue of placemen are elements which char- 
acterize the royal palaces of Kings and Emperors. 
Although I have not the honor of a personal ac- 
qnaintance with the President elect, yet I have no 
hesitation, from what I know of the character of 
the man, in saying to the House and country, that 
he desires to follow the precedents of the illustrious 
Democrats who have filled the office of President 
in the palmiest days of the Republic. Heisa 
simple Democrat, and | hope the Democrats of this 
House will learn from him what he wants before 
they undertake to make these appropriations. In 
advance of his wishes being known, do not involve 
him in arrangements which will militate against 
his known distate to all parade and show. I ask 
his friends to stand by, and not permit gentlemen 
who are politically opposed to him to insert in this 


appropriation bill a proposition that will raise a | 


hue and cry throughout the land and embarrass 
him. 
Mr. TUCK. 
one question? 
Mr. SWEETSER. No, sir; I cannot permit 


Will the gentleman answer me | 








| eral Harrison. 
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a political adversary to intermeddle with the ar. 
rangement of the household of a Democrat. Such 
aman is presumed to be unacquainted with the 
wishes and wants of a plain Republican, The 
policy of the honorable gentleman I can appreciate. 
and will cite a case in point. The Whic party i 
1840 broke down the Democratic administration 
upon a cry of extravagance, and entered the pres. 
idential mansion for materials to sustain their 
slanders against the party. As soon as they got 
into power they made a large appropriation to 
make the presidential mansion comfortable for Gey. 
Let us practice what we preach: 
economy in all the Departments of the Govern. 
ment. We have charged the Whig party with 
extravagance and fraud upon the Treasury. We 
must avoid their example. 

Mr. POLK. Irise toa question of order, { 
submit that it is not in order to discuss either one 
of the parties so far back as 1840. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the 
gentleman has taken a little too much latitude jn 
his remarks. [Laughter.] 

Mr.SWEETSER. Now, sir,! have said all } 
desire to say upon thissubject. I hope the Dem. 
ocratic party in the House will not stand by and 

| permit this attempt to embarrass the President 
elect by the creation of offices hitherto unknown, 
and by extravagant appropriations for the presi- 
dential mansion. Let us appropriate what may 
be necessary, and trust the President to make 
known his wishes in the premises in due time, 
Mr. CLARK. If the gentleman from Ohio 
| will allow me to ask him a question, I desire to 
know from the gentleman whether he is disposed 
to hang the future policy of the Administration 
| upon the appointment of a servant to the Presi- 
dent? [Laughter.] 
Mr. SWEETSER. I ama western man, and 
I must say that I thought the gentleman from 
lowa the other day abandoned the western policy. 
I desired to get the floor to reply to him, but could 
not. He abandoned the great interests of the 
West, as I conceive. 
[Cries of **Order!”? ** Order!’’} 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman must con- 
| fine himself to the subject of the amendment. 
Mr. SWEETSER. I will make my applica- 
tion to the amendment. I would have stated that 
I was fearful the West had forgotten to recognize 
him as a western man. 
Mr.CLARK. One word, withthegentleman’s 
permission 
{Here the hammer fell.] 
The question was then put, and the amendment 
to the amendment was disagreed to. 
The question then recurred upon Mr. Sranron’s 








|| amendment, and being taken, it was disagreed to. 
I take occasion to make these remarks, because, | 


The following clause of the bill being under 


|| consideration: 
I move this | 


‘¢ For compensation of two draw keepers and a watchman 
| at the Potomac Bridge, and for fuel and oil for lamps, 
$1,377 50;” 

Mr. STANTON, of Ohio, said: I want to know 
of the chairman of the Committee on Ways and 
Means, what he wantsof two draw-keepers at that 
bridge? 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman move 
an amendment? 


Mr. STANTON. 


I do, for the purpose of eli- 
| citing information. I move to strike out that 
| clause of the bill. I notice that there is an appro- 
| priation for two draw-keepers for the Potomac 

Bridge. I want to know what is wanted of draw- 
| keepers at this bridge? 


Mr. HOUSTON. I can answer this question 


satisfactorily. There were two draws in this 
bridge. One of them was washed away, but the 


other is still there andin operation. A commuonl- 
cation is kept up by means of a ferry-boat across 
the gap where that portion of the bridge was 
washed away. But the other draw is still in op- 
eration, and two draw-keepers must be there when- 
ever a vessel is to pass through. When both 
draws were in operation, four draw-keepers were 
| required; but two of them have been dispensed 
| with in consequence of the washing away of the 
other draw. 

Mr. STANTON, of Ohio. With this expla- 
nation I am satisfied. I nowask leave to withdraw 
my amendment. 
| ‘There was no objection and the amendment was 
| withdrawn. 


Mr. STROTHER. 


I desire to offer an amend- 
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ment in addition to that elauseof the bill. I move 
the following: 

For repairing Long Bridge across the Potomac river 
11.000. 

Mr. Chairman, the gentlemen of this com- 
mittee are aware that a portion of this bridge has 
been washed away, and, as the gentleman from 
Alabama [Mr. Hovsron] has stated, the gap is 
filled by a ferry-boat entirely inadequate to meet 
the wants of the case. Now, sir, that bridge is 
the property of the Government. When the Gov- 
ernment obtained possession of that property, it 
did it with the purpose and pledge of making it 
a free bridge. It had before that time been a toll 
bridge. Theuses of that structure are well known 
to every man upon this floor who casts his eye in 
that direction. It is valuable as a link of connec- 
tion between this city and the southern portions 
of the country. But this point is familiar to all. 
The whole community, including thousands in its 
scope, are in the daily use of this communication, 
and the necesssity of this repair is very pressing. 

Objection was made atthe last session to the 
repair of this bridge, because it had been said that 
it affected the health of the upper end of Wash- 
ington city, and injured the navigation of the river 
to Georgetown. Now,I am sure a moment’s re- 
flection will convince any one that there is no force 
in this objection as applied to this amendment, 
because the repairs of the bridge will involve no 
more filling up of the river than will take place 
with the bridge remaining in its present condition. 
it will not cause the filling up of the river at George- 
town more than it does in its present condition, 
and unless the Government goes to the expensive 
outlays of taking away the whole structure, there 
ean be no reason based upon these objections for 
opposing this amendment. 

Whenever this river is frozen, as was the case 
during the last winter, this bridge affords the only 
means of communication between this city and the 
southern portion of the Union. The Government 
of the United States require its existence, and pri- 
vate uses require its existence. 

Now, sir, $20,000 will put that bridge in a con- 
dition for use. It in nowise conflicts with the pro- 
ject which has been mentioned for constructing a 
permanent structure in another point. The fact 
that neither of the committees, to which numer- 
ous petitions have been long since referred, has 
had an opportunity to report upon the subject, has 
prevented this subject from being as before 
Congress. But, sir, the duty which this Govern- 
ment owes to the city of Washington, which is 
a creature of its will, and the index of national 
growth and prosperity, is another reason which I 
hope will aid to induce this House to make the 
appropriation which is necessary for its uses. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr.SACKETT. I move to increase the amend- 
ment $5,000. I move this amendment for the 
purpose of enabling the Commissioner of Public 

Suildings—who I believe is the proper officer to do 
this thing—to open such water-ways as are ne- 
cessary to secure, in the first place, the bridge itself, 
and in the next place, to prevent the ill-health 
which arises from the mastinl damming up of the 
stream by the bridge. Experience has shown 
that the dam formed by the bridge, in the first 
place, perils the bridge itself, and in the next place, 
forms a marsh around the bridge which causes 
much sickness, and which ought to be provided 
agains. I hope, if the appropriation is made, it 
will be made to such an amount as will enable the 
proper officer to open such water-ways through 
that bridge, as are necessary for the free flow of 
the water; but not to change the course of the 
Stream, and to prevent the formation of that 
marsh, which we all know is forming, greatly to 
the prejudice of the health of this city. I therefore 
move to increase the amount $5,000, with that 
view. 

Mr. AVERETT. | rise, sir, to oppose this 
amendment, not because I am decided, in my 
opinion, in regard to the propriety or impropriety 
of repairing this bridge, but because there is a 
conflict of opinion. between the people of George- 
town and the people of Washington, in regard to 
it. Georgetown contends that her navigation is 
obstructed, her commerce ppeeas and the health 
of her people endangered by it. Washington 
contends that itis not so—that the nuisence of 
which Georgetown complains results not from the 

bridge, but from other causes in operation before 


it was constructed. Now, sir, while this conflict 
of opinion, petition, and remonstrance exists, [ 
do not think it wise to appropriate one cent to this 
object. If it bea nuisance, as Georgetown con- 
tends, we ought to abate it. But before we move 
a peg, or appropriate acent, we ought to inform 
ourselves as to the facts of the case. We are not 
so informed. Both sides have been heard before 
the Committee on the District of Columbia, and 
that committee have not yet come to any decision 
in the matter. Whether the alluvial accumula- 
tions and marshy state of the shores near George- 
town are produced by the bridge or not, is anim- 
portant question, which eught to control our ac- 
tion. We have not the information to enable us 
to decide it understandingly. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I wish toask the centleman 
a question, and it is this: Whether it is not true 
that the whole subject-matter is before a committee 
of the Senate for them to investigate? They are 
investigating the proper position for a bridge, and 
the manner in which it shall be built. 

Mr. AVERETT. That is so, I believe. Let 
that investigation go on. I will not vote a dollar 
to this bridge until! we can have the lights of a 
thorough investigation. I am not prepared to say 
which side is right, and which wrong. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Sackert, and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. GORMAN. I move to reduce the appro- 
priation one dollar. I do not propose to debate it, 
but the gentleman from Virginia |Mr. Strrotner] 
doubts whether he has a right to move to amend 
his own proposition, and | make the motion to 
give him an opportunity to oppose it, and present 
his views to the House. 

Mr. STROTHER. I desire, in opposing the 
amendment of my friend from Indiana, to detain 
the House but a moment with a statement of a 
fact or two, in answer to the objections of my col- 
league, [Mr. Averert,] and to the inquiries of the 
chairman of the Committee on Ways and Means. 

My colleague said that the city of Georgetown 
is materially injured by the flats created by this 
bridge. 

Mr. AVERETT. I beg leave to correct my 
colleague. 1 did not assert that. I said that there 
was a conflict of opinion between Georgetown and 
Washington, as to the fact whether it is a nui- 
sance or note I do not adopt che opinion or the 
other. My point is, that as there is a doubt about 
it, Congress ought not to make an appropriation 
until the doubt 1s solved. I do not know, neither 
does this House, whether this bridge is a nuisance 
or not. 

Mr. STROTHER. I do not desire to misun- 
derstand the gentleman; and the effect of his objec- 


| tion as stated by him, if successful, would be the 


same as that of the most determined opposition. 
Now, sir, whether this bridge is or is not a nui- 
sance, does this House intend to eradicate it ? Not 


| one member here entertains sucha purpose. That 


being, the case, it will be no morea nuisance when 
repaired, than now, because the repairs necessary 
will be of open work, which cannot cause the flats 
or obstructions existing or apprehended. So that 
the objection of Georgetown, as represented by 
my colleague, has no pertinence upon this ques- 
tion. 

The chairman of the Committee on Ways and 
Means inquired if a Senate committee have not 
in charge this question. Grant it, sir; but so have 
two of the committees of this House, upon petitions 
sent by me to each; yet is there a member here who 
expects or hopes that the action of a committee 
of the Senate, or of a committee of this House, 
will assume any form other than that of an amend- 
ment to an appropriation bill? Any attempt to 
obtain legislation on this question in the form of a 
bill cannot beavailable. The question resolves itself 
into one simply whether the House will — the 
bridge or not? Sir, itis theduty of this House to 
provide for the fulfillment of the obligations which 
the Government owes to those persons from whom 
they purchased this property, with the declaration 
and pledge that they would maintain it. They 

| have repaired the bridge upon the Eastern Branch, 
and when they did that, they covered the whole 
question of duty and obligation, and are stopped 
from objecting to this amendment, for the uses of 
this bridge are more extensive, and its connection 
with the surrounding country infinitely more im- 
portant, than those across the Eastern Branch. It 

| reaches to, and grapples with a territory larger in 
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opulation, and larger in the amount of production. 
Recides that, this bridge isa post road of the Gov- 
ernment. Mails reaching into important districts 
pass along it. Why shail i not be repaired ? The 
objections urged against it are shown to be un- 
availing, inxs necessity and value manifest; the ob- 
ligation upon the Government to make it, was 
fully recognized by the action of this Congress at 
the last session in repairing the less important 
bridges on the Eastern Branch, and opposition to it 
must find its support only in prejudice. 

| Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. GORMAN. I withdraw my amendment, 
if there is no objection. . 

No objection was made, and the amendment 
was withdrawn. 


——ae —< = 


Mr. HEBARD. I propose to amend the amend- 
ment, by adding the words— 

As far as the northern line of the State of Virginia, when 
ever the State of Virginia shall raise and appropriate a sum 
sufficient to complete the same from the south line of this 
District to the south bank of the river. 


Mr. STROTHER. With the gentleman’s per- 
mission, I will state a fact to him, which will take 
away all point to his amendment. That bridge is 
the property of the United States. They have 
already the right of user to that shore of Virginia 


| for the continuance of this bridge for a mail route, 


| and for the purpose, under a pledge, of making it 
a free bridge. The purchase was acquired under 
those terms. Now, the damage caused by this 
bridge is in the bed of the river, and not on the 
shore of Virginia. 

Mr. HEBARD, That wasa point I had in my 
mind. I supposed that when this bridge was 
built, the southern shore of this river belonged to 

That part of the District lying south 
of the river has been ceded back to the State of 
Virginia. Now, I suppose, from the arguments 
gentlemen have used here, that it becomes a matter 
of importance to the State of Virginia to have this 
bridge built for the benefit of the people of that 
State. I do not suppose that the State of Virginia 
would claim any privilege from this Government 
by way of building their bridges, any more on 
this than on any other river, because this river 
happens to be contiguous to this District. I am 
willing to vote appropriations for building a bridge 
in that or in any other place, or for repairing that 
bridge so far as it is within the jurisdictional limits 
of this District, but I believe it is a matter of fair- 
ness and propriety, that so much of the bridge as 
lies beyond the jurisdiction of this District, should 
be built by the State in which it lies. 

This, sir, is all [ desire to state in relation to 
this matter. 1 believe it will address itself to the 
propriety and consideration of this House. I un- 
derstand the State of Virginia to claim jurisdiction 
of the river to the center of the stream, according 
to the laws of jurisdiction and boundaries. If the 
State of Virginia relinquishes her claim of juris- 
diction to any part of the river, which I understand 
she does not, then I would not insist on my amend- 
ment 

Mr. SACKETT, (interrupting.) If the gentle- 
man will allow me, I wish to ask him whether, 
under the jurisdiction of Virginia, according to the 
law existing between Maryland and Virginia, the 
right of this District extends to the center of the 
river, or whether it goes to the south line of the 
river? I understand the latter is the law of the 
case. 

Mr. HEBARD. I so stated what I supposed 
to be true, from my understanding of the matter. 
I do not know, however, with certainty, how the 
fact may be. I understand the river to be the 
boundary line between Maryland and Virginia. 
In that case no one will doubt that the center, or 
deepest current of the stream, will be the line of the 
State. Then why should not Virginia bridge her 
own part of the river? If it is done by this Gov- 
ernment, it must be as a matter of favor and a 
mere gratuity to that State; and there would be as 
much propriety in building a bridge across any 
other river within the boundary of the State of 
Virginia, as this. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. The gentleman 
admits that the Government ouchtto build a bridge 
to the extent cf the jurisdiction. | will state to 
him that the extent of the jurisdiction of the Gen- 
eral Governmert over this bridge is to the other 
side, including the abutment there. Virginia has 
no jurisdiction over it or the abutment on its shore, 
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and therefore the gentleman ought to support the 


amendment. 
The question was taken on the amendment of 


Mr. Henarp, and it was disagreed to. \ 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi. I move to strike 
out all after the word ‘*for,’’ and in heu thereof 
to insert the followmg: 

For removing the wreck of the Long Bridge in the Dis 
trict of Columbia, %20,000, or so much thereof as may be 
necessary, to be expended under the authority of the Secre- 
tary of War. 

Mr. Chairman, I am utterly oppesed to ex- 
pending any more money on thet old bridge. It 
is in the wrong place, and obstructs the navigation 
of the river. It ought never to have been placed 
there, and now that only a part of it is left, that 
The people residing 
above that bridge have very many reasons for com- 
plaint against Congress for having put it there 
originally, and you will increase the causes of com- 
plaint if you repair and maintain it in its present 
position. The $20,000 proposed to be expended by 
the gentleman from Virginia, will be used towards 
a very unworthy object, ifhis amendment prevails. 
I am ready at any moment to vote to construct a 
bridge at Georgetown—one that shall benefit the 
country at large—such a one as this Government 
ought to construct, Let us build a bridge which 
will not be an impediment to navigation, and one 
that will not, by damming up the current of the 
river, create disease and death above it. I will 
never consent to repair the old bridge, but I am 
willing to remove the wreck, and thus repair the 
damage you have done the people living above it 
by putting it where it is. It was a bad act of ours 
in putting it there. Let us atone for it by blotting 
out all that remains of it. 

I will go with the gentleman from Virginia, 
{[Mr. Srrorner,] as I have stated before, for the 
construction of a bridge that will be worthy of 
this country, and worthy of this Districtin which 
the National Council assembles for legislation. 
And I will go for the removal of the present bridge, 
because it is disgraceful to the country and inju- 
rious to the people living above it, and of little or 
no use to those living below it. Give to this city 
all that is her due, but give her nothing at the ex- 
pense of Georgetown; that is my advice. If you 
must cross the river at the point where the old 
bridge now stands, why not cross in boats? You 
will not then interfere with the navigation of the 
river nor the health and property of the citizens 
residing above the bridge. If you cannot get 
across the river at that point in boats, go a little 
further up or a little lower down. I am opposed 
to the bridge, and will not vote a dollar except to- 
wards its removal. It dams up thecurrent of the 
river, and thus induces deposits of vegetable and 
other matter, which experience has shown to be 
extremely detrimental to the health of Georgetown 
and the western part of this city. It obstructs 
navigation, and ehree deprives Georgetown of a 
great natural advantage. Her commerce lan- 
guishes, and in the midst of surrounding prosper- 
ity she is going to decay. It costs five times as 
much to keep up this bridge as it would to main- 
tain one properly constructed and at the right 
place. And, finally, the old bridge is, in every 
respect in which it may be viewed, a public nul- 
sance. This is my indictment against it, and on 
this indictment I met its abatement. In lieu 
of this unsightly, disreputable, health-destroying, 
and commerce-hindering structure, | would build 
a bridge at or above Georgetown that should be 
worthy of the national capital, convenient to every 
one, and useful to all classes, and of no injury to 
anybody. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. Iam opposed 
to the amendment appropriating $20,000 to the 
removal of the wreck of the old Long Bridge, 
when it can be taken away without incurring a 
single cent of expense. As chairman of a com- 
mittee having jurisdiction over the bridges, I have 
been applied to by gentlemen of character and 
wealth, to present certain propositions to Congress 
in relation to the keeping up the connection be- 
tween Virginia and the District at this point. I 
have not done so, for the reason that there is no 
time left now to present them fairly before the 
House for consideration. But one part of these 
propositions I may allude to, in showing the want 
of necessity forthis appropriation. These gentle- 
men propose, that if Congress will allow them the 
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| material of the old bridge, they will remove it en- 


tirely, draw out the piles, take away the lumber, 
and remove all the obstructions in the way of a 
free navigation of the river. ‘The materials are 
valuable, or at least might be made so in the hands 
of private citizens; they would be useless to the 
Government. It would, therefore, be idle waste 
to pay $20,000 to remove the remnant of the bridge 
when we can have it done, if it is necessary to re- 
move it, for the old materials. 

There is now pending in the Senate a bill ap- 
propriating $200,000 for the construction of a sub- 
stantial and permanent bridge at some other point 
above the present site, to be selected by certain en- 
gineers, and approved by the President. Con- 
nected with this proposition, there is also another, 
providing an appropriation of $20,000 for the tem- 
porary repair of the present bridge. Whether a 
new structure is provided for, or not, the repair of 
the present bridge, or some other adequate means 
of intercommunication between Virginia and the 
District, is needed. Should a new bridge be pro- 
vided for, the old one will greatly facilitate its con- 
struction, by affording the means of transportation 
for materials from one side of the river to the other. 
It will also remedy the serious evil now existing 
from the interruption of communication from one 
shore to the other. 

I shall vote for the appropriation of $20,000 for 
the repair of the bridge, but I am sure it can be | 
only repaired temporarily forthatamount. Ihave 
no idea that Congress will ever agree to erect a 
new bridge on the same site; nor do I believe it 
will ever authorize the construction of another of 
so frail and insecure a character. The present 
bridge, including original amount expended, and 
repairs, has cost the Government $249,000. It 
will be recollected, however, that it has been 
washed away once or twice before. The same 
amount expended in the construction of a solid 
and substantial work, would have given to the pub- 
lica structure to last for ages, which no flood could 
sweep away or ee | hope, then, for the 
yublic interest, when a bridge shall be authorized 
oS Congress, that it will be made substantial and 
of solid and enduring material. 

The question was taken on the amendment of 
Mr. Brown, and it was disagreed to. 

Mr. BOWIE. I offer the fgllowing substi- 
tute: ; ° 


For building a bridge across the Potomac river, at some 
point inthe District of Columbia, to be designated by engi- 
neers, underthe direction of the President of the United 
States, $20,000. 

The committee is aware that both of the bridges 
across the Potomac were swept away by the great 
freshet of last spring, and since then, the citizens 
of the District of Columbia, and those of the 
United States who have any connection with the 
capital, have been much incommoded. Several 
plans have been agitated as to the best mode of 
repairing this injury. It is obvious to all that there 
is great objection to the rebuilding of the old 
bridge, and no other mode can be adopted ade- 
quate to the present emergency exceptthat which 
has been suggested, that a bridge should be built 
at some other intermediate point, to be selected by 
engineers appointed by the President of the United 
States, witha due regard to the interests of all 
concerned. I hope, Mr. Chairman, that this 
committee will not longer postpone provision for 
the accommodation of so large a population as 
that of this Distrtct. 

Mr. LETCHER. I raise the point of order 
that the amendment is not predicated on any law 
authorizing the construction of a bridge at any 
point, except the one of the Long Bridge. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that the 
amendment is not in order. 

Mr. STANLY. I should like to know the 
grounds of the Chair’s decision. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides the sub- 
stitute to be outof order, because ifadopted, it would 
induce the committee to do that which could not 
be done in the original proposition; in other 
words, there is no law authorizing the construc- 
tion proposed, and it is not such an amendment 
as could be offered under the 81st rule. 

Mr. BOWIE. I will state that it is within the 


range of probability that the President might direct | 


the rebyilding of the present bridge. The amend- 
ment only provides for a bridge already recognized 
by law. It is a public mail route, which has 
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| be glad to see it removed. 
| any action on the subject at the present time. 
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and the amendment would be restoring the chan- 
nel of communication between North and South. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The amendment is notin 
order. . 

Mr. APPLETON, of Maine. I move to re- 
duce the appropriation one dollar. I make this 
motion to enable me to say that it must be evident 
to all of the members of the committee that there 
is a very great division of opinion on this whole 
subject of bridge connection between Virginia and 
the District of Columbia. It is clear, moreover 
that in the little time to which we are now con. 
fined, there is no opportunity adequately to discuss 
that subject, and therefore, in my judgment, no 
amendment ought to be adopted m this way un- 
less it comes proposed by the proper committee 
having the subject in charge. 1! understand that 
this matter has been before the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, but I do not understand tha: 
they, with all the time and means they have had 
at their disposal, have been enabled to come to 
such a conclusion as to be willing to report it to 
the House. If we goon in this ‘hasty manner 
making amendments for permanent worits ir the 
civil and diplomatic appropriation bill, we shall be 
taking steps in the dark, and so shall be likely to 
take wrong steps. 

| am therefore opposed to all such amendments, 
If I were to vote, with the little light | have, for 
any of them, it would be for the amendment of the 
gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Brown} to re- 
move the Long Bridge entirely. I think that it 
never ought to have been built. It is, in my opin- 
ion, a nuisance, and ought to be abated. “Those 
who have business above it have aright to com- 
plain. It is an obstruction to navigation, and 
blocks up unnecessarily one of the great highways 
made by nature. { think that it is disgraceful in 
its whole character to this District, and I should 
3ut I protest against 


Mr. PRESTON. I have listened to the re- 
marks in relation to the propriety of adopting the 
amendment of the gentleman from Virginie, {Mr. 
Strroruer,] with the view of securing the repair 
of the Long Bridge. As 1am one of the committee 
to whom the subject appropriately belongs, my 
attention has been attracted to the expediency of 
the measure. The Long Bridge connects Washing- 
ton with the Virginia shore, and some time since 
a freshet carried away one of the draws, so as to 
leave a gap which is at present supplied by a ferry- 
boat. The citizens of Georgetown desire a new 
suspension bridge on the Potomac, some three 
miles above, and quite a struggle exists as to 
whether the travel from Virginia shall pass, as 
heretofore, over the Long Bridge to Washington, 
or be attracted to the upper part of thecity, through 
Georgetown. The old bridge was constructed 


about forty years since, and the question which 


was very much vexed at that time was settled by 
the course of Mr. Clay, who delivered his maiden 
speech in Congress in its behalf. It has been 
alleged that the Long Bridge, by obstructing the 
current, produces unhealthiness, but my mind has 
not been satisfied that such is the case. It is an 
unsightly structure, and, in my opinion, some 
better communication should exist with the Vir- 
ginia shore. ‘The commerce of Georgetown has 
long passed through the draw-bridges existing in 
the old bridge, and if the travel should hereafter 
pass up the Potomac and cross a suspension bridge 
at Georgetown, it will be necessary to connect the 
resentroad that communicates with the old bridge 
bane turnpike of some three miles to reach the 
new one. The new bridge will cost some $300,000, 
and it must take some time to construct it. With- 
out deciding which site is the most eligible, yet I 
am in favor of this appropriation, even to secure 
the temporary connection. No act can be passed 
at this session for the new bridge, and we should 
| not neglect to provide in the interval the means of 
transit for the trade, mails, and travel from Vir- 
ginia to the city. This should be done, even if the 
old bridge should be hereafter deemed a nuisance 
and ordered to be removed. 

Mr. APPLETON. I would inquire of the gen- 
tleman, aswell for my own information as that of 
the committee, whether the subject of this bridge 
has been acted on by the Committee on the District 
of Columbia? 

Mr. PRESTON. No definite action has been 
had; and had it been otherwise, the committee 


been destroyed by the means I have adverted to, |) have had no opportunity to report. I have in my 
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drawer now a very necessary bill which cannot 
he reported. This $20,000 is needed, and I trust 
the committee will adopt the amendment. 

Mr. APPLETON withdrew his amendment. 
The question was then taken on Mr. Srrorn- 
sr’s amendment, and there were—ayes 67, noes 


Vr. RICHARDSON demanded tellers: which 
were ordered; and Messrs. Jones of Tennessee, 
aud PARKER Were appointed. 

‘he question was then taken, and there were— 
aves 79, noes not counted. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 
The Clerk then read the next clause, as follows: 

Mr. McMULLIN. I desire to amend the 
preceding clause. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair reerets that the 
gentleman did not rise soon enouch, as the com- 
mittee have passed by that section, and the gentle- 
man Cannot now move an amendment. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I take an appeal from the 
decision of the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state the 
facts. The Clerk finished the reading of the sec- 
tion to which the gentleman refers, and then pro- 

eeded to read the next section, and had finished 
the reading of it before the attention of the gen- 
tleman from Virginia [Mr. MceMvusiw}] was 
called to it. .The gentleman from Virginia pro- 
soses to recur to that section, but the Chair de- 
ides that it is out of order to do so, unless by the 
unanimous consent of the House. The gentle- 
man from Virginia takes an appeal; and the ques- 
tion is, **Shall the decision of the Chair stand as 
the judgment of the committee ?’’ 

The question was then taken, and it was de- 
cided in the affirmative. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

The clause making appropriation for the an- 
nual repair of the Capitol, &c., was read. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I move to add at the end 
ofthat clause the following amendment: 


And that twenty thousand dollars be appropriated, to 
be expended in removing the statue of the Indian in the 
east portico, and in supplying its place with a statue of 
Auerica, to be executed by Hirain Powers, under the di- 
rection of the President of the United States. 


Mr. DUNHAM. I rise to a point of order. I 
submit that the amendment is not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
opinion, and rules the amendment out of order. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. If you can take up trees 
and plant others, why not remove a statue ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair cannot go into 
an argument with the gentleman. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I take an appeal from the 
decision of the Chair. 

TheCHAIRMAN. The gentleman from North 
Carolina [Mr. CLineman] proposes an amendment, 
which was read in the hearing of the committee. 
The Chair decides the amendment to be out of or- 
der. From that decision the gentleman from North 
Carolina appeals, and the question is, ‘‘ Shall the 
decision of the Chair stand as the judgment of the 
committee ?”’ 

Mr. POLK. I wish to ask the gentleman from 
North Carolina a question. Does he intend to 
remove the woman and leave the man standing? 

Mr. JOHN W. HOWE. Is that to be the 
statue of ** Young America?’’ [Laughter.] 

The question was then taken on sustaining the 
decision of the Chair, and it was decided in the 
affirmative. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. STANLY. I wish to offer an amendment 
to that clause, by directing that no more trees 
called the alanthus tree shall be planted upon the 
public grounds. They are unhealthy and the 
odor is very offensive. I will send up the follow- 
ing amendment: 

Provided, That no more alanthus trees be purchased or 
planted. 

The question was then taken on the amendment, 
and it was agreed to. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I offer the 
following amendment, tocome inat the end of that 
clause? 

Provided, That nothing in this or any other act of Con 
gress shall authorize the Commissiuner of Public Buildings 
and Grounds, or any officer of Government, or the author- 
ities of Washington city, to close up any part of Sixth 


street, running through the public grounds ; and any obstruc 
tions which may have been placed in said street where it 


» 


r the purchase of manure for the public grounds, 
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The Chair is of the same | 
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runs through said grounds, shall be removed by said Com- 


uussioner of Public Buildings and Greende. 

It is important, perhaps, that I should say, in 
explanation of that amendment, that it has been 
under consideration by the Committee on Publie 
Buildings, and fully examined. The obiect to be 
accomplished is simply to afford convenient access 
from one part of the city to the other, over the 
When this city was originally 
laid out, the proprietors of the land, in their deeds 


Street referred to. 


of conveyance, conferred upon the President of 


the United States the power to lay out and dedi- 


cate to the public use the necessary streets. Ihave 
' e ’ 

lying betore me upon my desk, the original map, 
approved by Genera! Was ington, in which, with 


many others, Sixth street is laid out, and is, per- 
haps, the longest street in the city of Washington; 
bevinning at the extreme northern, and termin i- 
tiny at the extreme southern bou: dary. lt con- 
nects the thickly populated portion of the city north 
of the public grounds, with the ra ndly erowing 
section lying south of Maryland avenue. Alone 
the whole length of that street, excent where it 
runs through the publ grounds, squares were laid 
off, and lots sold to private purchasers. These 
purchasers bought, no doubt, with reference to 
the advantages of the street, and thus acquired the 
right to use it unobstructed. No doubt the loca- 
tion upon the street, and the right of way over it, 
formed a consideration and inducement in the pur- 
chase, and these, to a considerable extent, con- 
trolled the price. 

Subsequently, in 1822, Congress 
apart, by the enactment 
the public grounds now 


formally set 


f a law, that portion of 
ying between the Capi- 
tol and Sixth street, with a view to its improve- 
ment. The act of Convress which 
I now have before me, besides lay ne olf these 


( 
} 
i 

for ‘ ! 
referred to, and 


rrounds for public purposes, proposes that certain 
squares of ground belonging also to Govern- 
ment, should be laid off into lots, and the lots thus 
formed sold to purchasers. The lots were accord- 
ingly sold, and two of the squares containing 
them front upon Sixth street, and adjoin the public 
reservation. I have here the map which was be- 
fore the committee which reported the bill, and 
has upon it distinctly laid off, this same Sixth 
street, with the squares ordered by Congress to be 
sold. It will be seen that the street runs through 
the public grounds, and by these squares. The 
map is approved by President Monroe, and certi- 
fied by the Hon. J. Kent, who was then chairman 
of the committee of this House for the District of 
Columbia, to be the same one. 

It will not be contended that the property holders 
who bought lots at the time the city was laid off, 
or subsequently when the Government directed a 
part of its property fronting upon Sixth street to 
be sold, have not a clear legal right to the unob- 
structed use of the street. It was originally dedi- 
cated by the act of General Washington to the 
public use, and has been recognized by Congress 
since, in the act of 1822, and other acts, as an ex- 
isting street, subject to use, as all other known and 
well-defined streets in the city. 

The street was opened for many years through 
the public grounds; but recently, by some one of 
the several Commissioners of Public Buildings and 
Grounds, has been closed up. Now, I maintain 
that this obstruction is without authority of law, 
and ought to be removed. I have looked in vain 
for some act of Congress authorizing such a pro- 
cedure. Thereis nosuch act. If there were it 
would be of no effect, for Congress, in my humble 
opinion, has no right to interfere with the rights 
and advantages which it has once conveyed to 
citizens. The corporate authorities of Washing- 
ton, with singular unanimity, and the citizens 
whose rights are thus interfered with, ask that the 
obstruction may be removed and the street opened. 
This is the object of the amendment, and I trust 
there will be no objection to it. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The committee 
will recollect that on yesterday there appeared in 
the Republic of this city, a correspondence between 
the Mayor of the city of Washington and the 
President of the United States, in which the Presi- 
dent refused the request of the corporation to open 
this Sixth street through the public grounds. 
Sixth street is one which passes between the Na- 
tional Hotel and Brown’s Hotel, crossing the ave- 
nue and striking the canal. The public rrounds 
which this amendment proposes to open, as a pub- 

i lic square, are immediately south of the canal, 








f 


~~ 


727 
i 

bounded on the east by Four-and-a-half street, 
and on the west by Seventh street. If you direct 
this street to be opened through those grounds, 
square there, and 
There is, | conceive, 


no Necessity for thisamendment. It is buta little 


you destroy that large public 


cut it upinto two portio 


way to cross the canal, eitherugon Four-and-a-haif 
street or upon Seventh street. There is a bridge 
across l’our-and-a-half street, and a geod iron 
bridge also across Seventh street. There is none 


‘ i i] 


upon Sixth street, and you will destroy tha square 
if you adopt this amendment. As to the charge 


that the Commissioner of Public Buildings has 
closed up this street without authority of law, I 
think it will » found, u examination of the 
law, that an appropriation was made to inclose 
this square, and that, in pursuance of that direc- 
tion and appropria 1, it was closed. The Gov- 


ernment own both sides of Sixth street, and the 
President, in my opinion, has very correctly, and 
for the reasons given in his letter published yes- 
terday morning, refused the request to open that 
street. I do not know the real cause o€ this move- 
ment. It may be that some private individual 
has lots upon this street somewhere, or on the 
island south of the square, which will be greatly 
enhanced in value if you epen this street. I can- 
not conceive what good will result to any person 
unless it is in that way; and I think that the Pres- 
ident has the right to say that it shall not be 
opened He has said so, and I think that we had 
better let it alone, 

Mr. SACKETT. I wish to ask a question 
touching the influence the question ought to have 
upon the rights of those who own private property 
beyond this inclosed part. Has that street ever 
been opened? Wasit ever a street ? 

Mr. JONES. When I came here it was an 
open, waste field, and no street ran through it. 

Mr. SACKETT. Was there ever a bridge 
across the canal at this point? 

Mr. JONES. There was never a bridge across 
the canal at Sixth street, and no one ever crossed 
it. 

Mr. DEAN. I move to strike out the words 
** the authorities of the city of Washington.’’ 

Ifthe statement of the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky (Mr. Sranron] is correct, that Sixth street 
runs through those grounds, no legislation is need- 
ed. If it is a public street, we have nothing todo 
with the subject here. We may pass as man 
acts as we choose, and Sixth street remains as it 
is, unless we directly and in terms close it, be- 
cause we cannot otherwise interfere with vested 
richts. 

If it is not a public street, then I am opposed 
entirely to making it one by any legislation here. 
That square is one which is in front of the Smith- 
sonian Institution—— 

Several Voices. No, no, no. 

Mr. DEAN. Not the square in whith the 
building stands, but it is directly in front of the 
Smithsonian Institution, and it is the only place, of 
a great many which have been suggested, that 
remains, which is larce enough for the statue of 
Washington. There is no room around the Cap- 
itol for it. The crounds are unsuitable or preoc- 
cupied; and I think, independently of this con- 
sideration, that that public square ought to be pre- 
served. At any rate, legislation upon the subject 
is not necessary now, and the proviso offered by 
the gentlergan from Kentucky ought not to be 
adopted. If the parties he refers to have ricuta, 
let them establish them in the courts. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I hope the gentleman from 
Kentucky will not press an amendment that is so 
well calculated to occupy so much time. 

Mr. STANTON. I think I can explain it ina 
few moments. 

Mr. HOUSTON. There isavreat contra riety 
of opinion upon the subject. 

Mr. STANTON. 1 have the law here to show 
what is richt. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman mny have the 
law, but members have their own opinions, and it 
is utterly impossible that this amendment can pass. 
It will give rise to a great deal of discussion, if it 
is pressed now, and there is but little time between 
this and the next session, when the gentleman, if 
he chooses to bring it up, can do so. I hope the 
gentleman will listen to this appeal, and that we 
wili cut loose from these entangling armendments. 
I am opposed to the amendment. 


Mr DEAN I withdraw my amendment. 
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Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I renew it. 

The CHAIRMAN. It would not be in order 
for the gentleman to renew it. 

Mr. STANTON. I havea right to modify my 
own amendment. I move to strike out that 
part of the section which provides that the pave- 


ments—— 
The CHAIRMAN. What does the gentle- 
man propose to do with his original amendment? 

Mr. STANTON. Cannot the original amend- 
ment be perfected first ? 

The CHAIRMAN. If the gentleman from 
Kentucky will withdraw his original amendment, 
it will be in order for him to strike out the word 
‘* pavemenis.’”” 

Mr. STANTON. I withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. TOOMBS. He cannot withdraw the 
amendment. I object to it. 

Mr. WEIGHTMAN. I move to amend the 
amendment by striking out the words ‘the au- 
thorities of the city of Washington.” I offer 
that amendment for the purpose of enabling the 
gentlemanfrom Kentucky to submit the remarks 
which he desires to submit, and yield the floor 
without saying anything further. 

Mr. yA NTON, of Kentucky. I have here, 
as I said before, the original map of the city, ap 
»vroved by General Washington, and on that map 
is laid down distinctly this street. | have also be- 
fore me the opinion of John Breckinridge, then 
Attorney General of the United States, in which he 
discusses the legal question as to the power of the 
President to set apart and dedicate the streets of 
the city to public use. The power of the Presi- 
dent to do so under the authority conferred by the 
original proprietors is fully conceded; and the 
President having acted, the learned officer of the 
law decides that the streets must remain for public 
use. 1 wish I could read for the information of 
the House, the very lucid opinion of this gentle- 
man, but my time will not allow me to do so. It 
is elear from all he says, that the lots located along 
the line of the street, and binding upon it, having 
been sold with reference to the facilities and ad- 
vantages thereof, no power belonging to the Gov- 
ernment can take away from them, against their 
consent, the rights acquired by that dedication. 
Now, sir, the street having been marked out and 
laid down upon the map at the time the lots were 
sold, it is very probable that higher prices were 
paid for them than would have been paid if the ad- 
vantages of the street had not been held out. 

Mr. SACKETT. I wish toask the gentleman 
from Kentucky whether the same thing that has 
occurred to Sixth street has not also taken place 
with regard to Tenth street, and whether the 
Smithsonian Institution does not stand directly 
across the street? 

Mr. STANTON. I have not examined the 
original map of the city in reference to that street, 
and therefore cannot answer with any certainty of 
beingcorrect. But this I will say, that if the Gov- 
ernment has authorized a wrong to be committed 
against the public in that case, it is no reason wh 
a similar wrong should be perpetrated now. The 
interference with the vested rights of the citizens 
in that instance, will by no means justify it in this. 

I said when I was up before, that in 1822, Con- 
gress laid off a portion of the public grounds com- 
mencing at the Capitol, and extending to Sixth 
street, which is named and recognized in the act 
as one of the boundaries of that reservation—the 
act I have here in my hand. These grounds were 
laid off and set apart for public use. By the same 
act the grounds west of Bixth street, extending to 
the Potomac, were given to the city of Washing- 
ton, upon certain conditions and for certain pur- 
poses. They were, however, in 1833, reconveyed 
to, or resumed by the Government. Here again 
Sixth street, running through the public grounds, 
was recognized and called foras an actual existing 
street, constituting the boundary of the public 
property. By the act of 1822, in addition to the 
reservation of a part of the land belonging to the 
Government for public use, which is specifically 
described, several squares lying upon either side 
of the public reservation are directed to be laid off 
in lots, and sold to private purchasers. Two of 
these squares bound upon and front Sixth street. 
The purchasers derive their titles from the Gov- 
ernment. They bought with reference to the lo- 
eation upon the street. They acquired rights by 
that purchases which the Gevernment has no 
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of the United States, the Commissioner of Public | 


Buildings and Grounds, nor any other officer of 
the Government, I care not how exalted or how 
inconsiderable, can, without authority of law and 
in defiance of their wishes, wrest from them their 
rights. What are they? The privileges of the 
street, the right to use the highway set apart and 
dedicated to public use by the high authority of 
the President, conferred by the original proprietors 
of the soil, and recognized by repeated acts of 
Congress. 

Sir, it is a high-handed outrage to deny to a 
large body of citizens, who are the vendees of the 
Government itself, rights and privileges which 
they have boughtand paid for. The city authori- 
ties of Washington, who understand the necessity 
of removing the obstructions in this street better 
than any member of this House, ask that it may 
be opened. It will not interfere with the improve- 
ment of the public grounds. Itis a gross mistake 
to suppose that it can in the slightest degree aifect 
the beautiful arrangement for their embellishment 
and improvement. On the other hand, it will 
greatly add to the convenignce of the population 
on both sides of the city. That population is 
growing with great rapidity, and it is useless to 
resista’measure which public necessity must very 
soon force a compliance with. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Wercut- 
MAN’s amendment to the amendment, and it was 
not adopted. 

The question recurred. upon Mr. Stanton’s 
amendment, and being put, it was decided in the 
negative. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I am instructed 
by the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds to move to strike out the following clause 
of the bill: 


‘¢ For annual repairs of the President’s House, furniture, 
improvement of grounds, painting and repairing roof, clean 
ing, painting, and whitewashing inside of the house, ex 
tending east wing of offices for carriage-house, blinds for 
the west front of the house, flooring large room in base- 
ment, purchasing trees and plants for garden and for making 
hot beds therein, wire fence, &c., $6,250.” 

And to insert in lieu thereof the following: 

For the construction of hot-water furnaces, the ventila- 

tion of, and repairs tor the Executive Mansion, according 


to the plan of the Architect, submitted to the Committee on 
Public Buildings and Grounds of the House, on the 4th 


February, 1853, and approved by said committee, $30,000. | 
The attention of the Committee on Public Build- | 
ings and Grounds has been drawn to the present | 


condition of the Executive Mansion by the present 
Commissioner of Public Buildings, whose com- 
munication and estimates are now before me. In 
order that they might be fully informed ag to the 
real condition of that edifice, and the improve- 
ments necessary to be made, they requested the 
Architect having charge of the extension of the 
Capitol, to make a thorough survey of the Exec- 
utive Building, and report to the committee the 
result of his examination. With great cheerful- 
ness he did so, and furnished the committee with 
avery satisfactory account of its condition, the 
repairs and improyements needed, and the neces- 
sary amount of money to accomplish them. From 
his report we learn, what has been obvious to all 
who have visited the President’s House, that it is 
imperfectly heated and ventilated; no adequate 
provisions having ever been made for these indis- 
pensable objects. ‘The rooms are only heated by 
the ordinary fire-places, and these are insufficient 
for the expulsion of dampness, and the thorough 
warming of a massive stone structure of its char- 
acter and size. The Architect is of opinion that 
the unhealthiness of the building, so much com- 
plained of by all who have ever occupied it, arises 
chiefly, if not exclusively, from the dampness of 
the lower stories, and the imperfect ventilation of 
the building. 

It is principally to remedy these defects, and 
make the Executive Mansion healthful and com- 
fortable, that this expenditure is required. Indeed 
the proposed improvements ought to have been 
made years ago, and Congress has been negligent 
and remiss in not authorizing them. The design 
is to construct hot-water furnaces in the base- 
ment, for the warming of the halls and rooms of 
the house. This description of furnace is said to 
be the best, and is recommended by the Architect 
as superior to all others, it being better adapted to 
the production of a soft and pleasant condition of 
the atmosphere. It has been tried in some of our 
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public buildings and found to be infinitely bette 
than hot-air furnaces. I wish, instead’ of “ 
dry and suffocating heat of this Hall, we eould 
substitute the pleasant and agreeable atmosphere 
which might be diffused through every part of , 
by means of heated water. Four of these fy,. 
naces, located in the basement, are required for 
the President’s House. , 

Proper means of ventilating the House are re. 
quired, and the Architect has recommended & 
plan for this parpose which meets the approval of 
the committee. In addition to these, which are 
the most material improvements proposed, there 
are a variety of other repairs needed, which this 
appropriation is intended to cover. They are )j 
substantial improvements, made necessary by the 
actual condition of the property, and intended i, 
make it comfortable for the use of the Presiden; 
and his family. ‘These items are all carefully es. 
timated for, and enumerated im the report of the 
Architect, whose plan of improvement it is intended 
shall be followed. 

| feel assured, that in view of the condition o§ 
the Executive Mansion, and the many complaints 
of anhealthfulness which we have heard from its 
occupants, frequenthy compelling them to evacuate 
it and seek other quarters, that the committee wil] 
not hesitate a moment to adopt the amendment. 
If I did not believe that there was an imperious 
necessity for the expenditure, | would not ask jt 
of the House. 

Mr.SACKETT. I ask for tellers on the amend. 
ment. 

Tellers were ordered; and Megasrs. Brecxiy. 
riper, and Harris of Alabama, were appointed, 

The question was then put, and the tellers re 
ported—ayes 71, noes 61. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

Mr: TOOMBS. Hf it isin order, I would like 
to move to add ** soap.’’ [Laughter. ] 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentueky. | am instructed 
by the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds 
to offer the following amendment: 

For refurnishing the President’s House, to be expended 
under the direction of the President, in addition to the pro 
ceeds of the sale of such ot the furniture and equipage of 
said house as may be decayed, out of repair, or unfit for 
use, the sum of 325,000. 

Mr. Chairman, an appropriation of this character, 
to refurnish the President’s House, has been usual 
every four years, at the incoming of a new Ad- 
ministration. The Commissioner of Public Build- 
ings, who is familiar with the condition of the fur- 
niture, has made a full estimate of the articles 
needed, and furnished the committee with the 
cost of each. He deems the amount asked for 
necessary to place the hause in anything like com- 
fortable condition for the reception of the new 
President and his family. It is usual and ordi- 
nary to make such appropriation every four years. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Js this the usual amount? 

Mr. STANTON. Itisa little larger than has 


generally been appropriated, but not so large as 


| an appropriation once made. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. STANTON. Since the house was origin- 
ally furnished, the average amount for renewing 
the furniture and equipments, has been about 
$18,000. But the gentleman will recollect thata 
greater portion of the property now in that house 
has been in use more than forty years, and may 
be supposed to have greatly deteriorated in that 
time. Originally the property cost not less than 
$100,000. We have renewed it to a small extent 
only every four years, and the necessity of in- 
creasing the appropriation increases with the use 
and age of the furniture.* 

Mr. SKELTON. Iam opposed to making any 
appropriation of thiskind. The Detnocratic party 
have recently returned from an election with econ- 
omy inscribed upon their banner. We have been 
elected here as a party in favor of economy. Now, 





*Since the above remarks were made in the House, I 
have examined the various appropriations for furniture 
made for the Executive Mansion since 1797, and the follow- 
ing is the result: 

In addition to the proceeds of the old furniture ordered 
to be sold— 


Witsoe ss cigars ..@14,000 1896............. $25,000 
1800....... ogvcasts MA Waiawctne sevens 14,000 
SOE... cnusenisegine MMMM: Mannan case cess 20,000 
| apa coat a ceeepanael cs. 6,000 
A . 14,000 1841......... caves 6,000 
ni hicane seus coo MEE ion ceenaee ve+ 14,000 
1S18.....0cc..000. 90,000 1849........0.000- 14,000 


28D5....s.seceeeee 14,000 


cal TE 


sages Riatansitl 








KIN- 


ed, 


om- 

new 
rdi- 
ars 


has 
e as 


7in- 


out 
ata 
use 
nay 
hat 
nan 
ent 
in- 
use 


ny 
rly 
on- 
gen 
Ww, 
2 


ture 
pw- 


red 


0) 
10, 


0) 


1853. 


— and suena 

| contend, without multiplying words, the at any 
iture which 1s good enough fora Whig Presi- 

t is good oo for a Democratic President. 
Vr. POLI I move to amend the amendment 
bv adding aie ilar to the appropriatio ». Thegen- 
a : from New Jersey says thatifa Whig Presi- 
iniive in the W hite House as it is at prese nt 
irnished,a Democratic President can do so. I will 
admit that. But has the Whig President lived 
therecomfortably ? I appeal to the party to which 
he belongs, who have had better opportunities of 
ascertaining the condition of that house, to say 
ether itis a proper residence for the President of 
e United States? Sir, any man who has been 
atall familiar with that house, must know that 
ere are private residences in the city of Wash- 
ton, and, indeed, in nearly all the cities of the 
ITpion, that are better furnished. The furniture 
has been there for a number of years, and we 
have been patching it up at the rate of $14,000 at 
the end ofeach Administration, which amount can- 
not effect a proper equipmentof the house. Sir, I 
am willing to meet the responsibility of this ap- 
rooprilacon, The Democratic party ought to be 
willing to meetit. Itis the people’s house, and the 
people are willing to furnish it in a manner befit- 
ting theoccupancy of the man of their choice. The 
objection to it is nothing but humbuggery; it is one 
of those low-fling objections sometimes resorted to 
for popular effect, by gentlemen who expect to gain 
favor with the people by such means, I mean 
nothing disrespectful to the genldeman from New 
must say it is a noble humbug. 


fori 


dé 


wil 


Jersey, but 1 
Laughter. } 

Mr. LETCHER. I should lke to hear the 
items read that this $25,000 is intended to provide 
for. 

{Shouts of ** No!” ** No rl 

ie. LETCHER. I do not want to vote in the 
dark. 

Mr. POLK. 
amendment. 

Mr. DEAN. I moveto amend the amendment 
of the gentleman from Kentucky by inserting the 
words ** wife of’? before the word President.’ 
This amendment is of course pro forma, to allow 

e to say what I desire in relation to the appro- 
priath yn, though I think it would be well to have 
the money expended under the direction of the 
wife of the President; for every lady knows that 
no man can furnish a House in good taste, or with 


any economy 


I withdraw my amendment to the 





(Loud cries of ‘* No!’ ** No!” and great 
lau rhter. | 
Mr. LETCHER. Before I am called upon to 


vote on this amendment, have I not a right to 
know what the items are which make up this ap- 
prupriation ? I cannot vote in the dark. 

[Cries of ** Order!’’ ‘Read the items!” 
great laughter and confusion.] 

Mr. LETCHER. Am I to be compelled to 
vote in the dark ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair cannot help 
that. The Chair supposes it would take half an 
hour to read the items. 

[Cries of ** Vote!”’ ** Vote! 

Mr. DEAN. Am I not entitled to the floor, 
notwithstanding the ‘** noise and confusion ?”’ 
{ Laughter. ] 

The CHAIRMAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. DEAN. Mr. Chairman, my only object 
in offering this amendment is to say that [ am in 
favor of a reasonable appropriation for the pur- 
pose of furnishing the President’s House in a 
manner suited to the dignity of this great nation. 
If $25,000 is needed we ought to vote it without 
the slightest hesitation. I for one shall do it, and 
should do injustice to my constituents if I did not. 

The Committee on Public Buildings ought to 
know whether it is needed, and ought to be will- 
ing to inform the House how they made up the 
amount. The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Letcuer] is right in calling upon them to state, 
on their responsibility as one of the committees of 
Congress, whether this sum is necessary, and I, 
for one, if they give it to us as the result of their 
examination, am ready to go with them, and vote 
every dollar ‘of it. 

» Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. Let us have 
the items. 

Several Mempers. Read the items. 

Mr. DEAN. I repeat, sir, let the committee 
inform us on this subject, and, if it is necessary, 
let us vote the amount, whether it be $20,00u, 


and 
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25 000, or $50, 000, and not yield toa spirit of 
cleanly parsimony. Of one thing I am quite 
certain, and | hesitate not to Say il here, and that 

, that the White House is not now respectabl y 
furnished for the residence of the Presi dent of the 
United States. Go where you will through that 
house, and you will discover a want of those ar- 
ticles which adorn and beautify the re:idence of 
almost every private citizen of me ins and taste. 

A Member. Have you been there? 

Mr. DEAN. Yes, sir; | have been all over it, 
except in the kitchen, for be it understood | have 
no connecuon with the kitchen cabinet. 
laughter. ] 


A MemsBer. 


|Great 


Are you sure you have never been 
in the kitchen? [Renewed laughte r.] 

Mr. DEAN. lam quite sure upon that sub- 
ject; but I have repeatedly been throuch the other 
parts of the house—those portions visited | by the 
public, by our constituents, and from 
abroad—and beheld only the naked walls, instead 
of a properly-furnished house. 

Mr. STUART. |! 
Alabama will allow his five 
sumed in reading these items. 

Mr. STANTON. 1 do not like to consume the 
time of this committee with reading these items: 
besides, some of them ought not to be named in 
the presence of the fair auditors now in the gallery. 

{Cries of ** Read !’’ ** Read !’’} 

Mr. STANTON. Well, there is one item for 
six bed curtains. 

Several MemsBers. “That is right; 

Mr. STANTON. There is another 
twenty dozen window curtains. 

Mr. STANLY. I object to the reading of these 
items. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will arrest the 
reading with the expiration of the five minutes 
allowed the gentleman Alabama. He has 
the right to have them ree ad in his time. 

{Cries of ** Goou!’ | 

Mr. HOUSTUN. [am opposed to the amend- 
ment. I give up my time, and now ask that the 
committee shall take a vote upon the amendment. 

Mr. LETCHER. Then | 
ment to the amendment, and ask to have my five 
minutes’ time devoted to the i 
items. 

The CHAIRMAN 
order. The question is upon the amendment of 
the gentleman from New York. 

Mr. DEAN. With the consent of the Com- 
mittee I will withdfaw my amendment. 

There was no objection, and the amendment 
was withdrawn. 

Mr. LETCHER. I move to reducethe appro- 
priation five dollars. Now let these items be read 
through my five minutes. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. make the point of order 
that thereading of those items is not germane to the 
gentleman’s amendment, (laughter,] and therefore 
cannot be allowed. 

he CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks if the 
gentleman from Virginia chooses to have the items 
read in his five minutes, he has thatright. The 
Chair thinks they are pertinent to his amendment. 

Mr. DAWSON. LI appeal from that decision. 
I think they are not in order, 

The question and the decision of the Chair was 
sustained by the committee. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. 
be allowed to say that there may possibly be 
some items in the memoranda which it may not 
be proper to have read in the presence of s« me, at 
least, of those who are now witnessing our de 
tions. I hope the gentleman will appreciate the 
delicacy which prompts this suggestion. 

Mr. JOHNSON. That document oucht not to 
be read. I hope the reading will not be insisted on. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I insist the whole 
list shall be read, if any. Now, the gentleman 
from Kentucky can take his choice. 

Mr. LETCHER. Ifit is in order, I withdraw 
my amendment, ar - offer that list of articles as 
an amendment. Now, Mr. Clerk, read on. 

Mr. POLK. I ‘object to the withdrawal of the 
gentleman’s amendment, 

The CHAIRMAN. If there be objection the 
amendment cannot be withdrawn. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Lerea- 
ER’s amendment, and it was disagreed to. 

Mr. SKELTON. I move to reduce the appro- 
\) priation one dollar. 
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The CHAIRMAN. That amendment is not 
in order, the same amendment having once been 
voted down. 

Mr. SKELTON, 
fiv e dollars. 

Mr. Chairman, 


deal of relu 


Then [ move to reduce it 


l rise at this time with a great 
‘tance to discuss this propositior . 
when the time of the Hlouse is so precious. Bat, 
sir, it Is not the first time that men have risen 
upon this floor to assail the motives of honorable 
members here. Now, 1 wish to say to any mah 
who assails my motives here upon this floor, that 
I consider him beneath my notice. 

Mr. POLK. Will the gentleman allow 
a moment? 

Mr. SKELTON. For what purpose ? 

Mr. POLK, but | qual- 
ified them by saying that | intended nothing per 
sonal to the rentleman; and I desire to know 
whether, with that Statement, 
intended for m« 

Mr. SKELTON. If the gent! 
no personal disrespect, I ertatnly —- 

Mr. POLK. Iso stated, and now I wish to be 
satisfied upon that question. 

Mr. SKELTON. I will 

The CHAIRMAN. 


ber that it is not in order to indulge in personal- 


ne for 


I made some remarks, 


these remarks are 


eman intended 


answer the ventleman. 


Gentlemen must remem- 


ities, 

Mr. SKELTON. I only desire to reply to the 
charges made against me. — =a 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will pro 
ceed In orde r 

Mr. SKELTON. 
already said, to pass that subject by, and 
the attention of 


I propose, with what I have 
direct 
the committee for a few minutes 
and to show that 
l have been actu ited by some other 


to the merits of the proposition, 
motive than 
Sir, if | desired to infla- 


United States, 


meanness or dishonesty. 
would it 
be my policy to withhold from him any pubhie 


ence the President of the 


‘cory odations fOr 
not be my 


funds, or any convenience or ac 
his House? On the contrary, would it 
policy to favo I do not say 
that any member upon this floor has been actuated 
by any such motives, but is this 
cessary ? Is 
President’s House every four years? 


r all these measures ? 


appropriation ne- 
$20,000 necessary for furnis sing the 
How is it 
possible that the expended every 
four years for in a house of that sort? 
i consider it a wasteful extravagance of the public 
funds. I maintain that this 
necessary. 


amount can be 
furniture, 


appropriation is not 
I have visited the President’s House; 
and the voice of the American people, as well as 
my voice, demands that we shall not make these 
extravagant appropri 
House that I desire 
upright man, than I do that of an extravagant 
spendthrift. Sir, I in my action 
upon these measures. I oppose these expendi 
as extrav wasteful, and cor 
public sentiment of the people of the ¢ 
1 will not further 
with reference to this matter. 

[Here the hammer fel! 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. 
House, that in the times when our a 
was poor, some forty years ago, we built this 
House ata cost of nearly irs, I 
believe. Now, how much will it require to furnish 
a House which costa million of dollars? If there 
has been any folly in this matter, that foily was 
in those who lived in the better days of the Re 
public, 7 

But, gentlemen say, is this 
sary every four years? Why, sir, nearly every 
Congress has , 


this 
morethere putation ofan hone st, 


ations. Sir, | proclaim to 


am conscientious 


tures want, itrary to the 
uuntry. But 


consume the time of the House 


I hee to sny to this 


A miiion of doll 


renovation neces 
made an appropriation for refur- 
nishing this Hous Look at the condition of the 
furniture there now. The President’s House is 
almost as much a public thoroughfare as this Cap- 
itol. Multitudes of persons are there 
Almost every person in the United States who has 
visited this city, has also visited the President’s 
House, and all the 
there. Isit possible, then, 
a House to last for 
years, without needing extensive repairs? Every 
man who keevs House knows it must be so. and 
that it is so. 

Mr. LETCHER. I desire to ask the gentle- 
man a question. Was not 46,800 the amount ap- 
propriated in Mr. Polk’s time to refit the house 

Mr. BAYLY. I recollect that periect Vv. : 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. | will reply 


every day. 


foreigners who come here go 
for the furniture of such 
more than four consecutive 
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to the gentlemen from Virginia, {Mr. Leroner,| 
that there was an appropriation of $14,000, during 
Mr. Polk’s Administration for that purpose. 

Mr. BAYLY. ! understand all that matter 

on” » 

perfectly. When Mr. Tyler’s Administration was 
going out, there was & proposition to make the 
usual appropriation for refurnishing and refitting 
the President’s House. The Democrats then, 
under the idea that a Democratic President was 
not entitled to be as well provided for as a Whig 
President, cut down the appropriation, [laughter;]} 
and until the next Congress made an appropria- 
tion of $14,000 for that purpose, the President’s 
House was absolutely in a niggardly condition, as 
1 know from personal observation. It was a 
source of some annoyance to Mr. Polk, but he 
would not complain about it; but | know, because 
1 was here at the time, that he regarded it, and 
that others regarded as a piece of niggardliness, 
the cutting down the appropriation to some five or 
ten thousand dollars. 

The question was then taken upon the adoption 
of Mr. Skertron’s amendment, and it was dis- 
avreed to. 

The question then recurred upon the original! 
amendment offered by Mr. Sranron, and being 
taken, the amendment was adopted. 

The following section being under considera- 
tien: 

** Porlight ng the Capitol and President’s House, the pub 


lic grounds around them and around the Executive oflices, 
aud Penusylvania avenue, ®22,000,”" 


Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, offered the fol- 
lowing amendment: 


For the erection of lamp posts and lamps on each side of 
Pennsylvania avenue, from seventeenth street to George 
town, and from the Capitol to the Navy Yard, $3,700. 


Mr. STANTON, This is an amendment which 
has been recommended by the Secretary of the 
Interior. The avenue leading from the Capitol to |} 
the Navy Yard has no lights, and the avenue from 
the President’s House to Georgetown has none. 
‘The Secretary of the Interior has in his estimates 
provided for that amount, and I am instructed by 
the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds 
to offer it as an amendment. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was adopted. 

Mr. STANTON. One more amendment, and 
Ihave done. [am instructed by the Committee 
on Public Buildings to offer the following: 

For inclosing with iron fence and other improvements 
of the triangular space on the north side of Pennsylvania 
avenue, opposite the market-house, and between Seventh 
and Kighth streets, $4,500. 

This is for the improvement of the triangular 
Space opposite the market-house. Members know 
it is an unsightly and uncleanly place, and | 
ask that provision may be made for its improve- 
ment. | 

The question was taken, and the amendment || 
was adopted. 

The following clause of the bill being under con- | 
sideration— 


‘For completing the repairs of the two bridges across 
the Eastern Branch, $4,000;" 
Mr. BOWIE moved the following amendment: 


For replacing the bridge across the Potomac river, at the 
Little Falis of the said river, 850,000. 


Mr. BOWIE. [tis well known that this bridge 
is necessary to a great public thoroughfare. : 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask if that bridge 
is within the limits of the District of Columbia? 

Mr. BOWIE. It is within the limits of the 
District of Columbia. It was carried away by a || 
freshet. | 

Mr. DEAN. Iriseto a question of order upon 
that amendment. That bridge has been ceded by | 
Congress to Georgetown, upon the condition that 
Georgetown was to keep it perpetually in repair; 
and therefore we have nothing todo with it. There 
is no law authorizing Congress to make the appro- 
priation. 

The CHAIRMAN. If that be the state of || 
facts, the Chair will be bound to rule the amend- 
ment out of order. 

Mr. WALSH. There was an act of Congress || 
passed, but there is no evidence that Georgetown 
ever accepted the grant—not a particle. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the | 
amendment is not in order, and so decides. 

The following clause of the bill being under con- || 
sideration— ] 
‘For salaries and incidental expenses of the Commis- | 


sion appointed under the act of March 3d, 1851, for settling | 
land claims in California, $50,000 ;”” | 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, under instructions 
of the Committee on Ways and Means, moved the 
following amendment: 

And that the proviso to the appropriation for this object, 


contained in the act approved Jlst August, 1852, shall not 
be so construed as to render the salary of secretary of said 
Commission as fixed by the second section of the above re- 
cited act to reduce the salary. 

Mr. SWEETSER. Is that amendment in 
order? It is to alter an existing law. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks it is in 
order. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment was adopted. 

Mr. CASKIE. Mr. Chairman, I have taken 
up but little of the time of the House since I have 
been here—— 

The CHAIRMAN. 
an amendment? 

Mr. CASKIE. Yes, sir; I move the following: 

For the purchase of a site and the erection of a building 
for custom-house, post office, and Federal courts in Rich- 
mond, Virginia, $86,000, in addition to the former appro- 
priation. 

Mr. HOUSTON. [rise to a question of order. 
That amendment is not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides the 
amendment to be out of order. 

Mr. CASKIE. We are now considering the 
bill under the head of ** miscellaneous items,’’ and 
[ submit that it is in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
peal from the decision of the Chair? 

Mr. CASKIE. Yes, sir, I do appeal; and I 
claim the privilege of stating the grounds of my 
appeal. ; 

The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman has the 
right to state the ground of his appeal, but not to 
discuss it. 

Mr. CASKIE. 


civil and diplomatic bill. 


Does the gentleman offer 


denied, except on the ground that we have passed 
the part of it headed ‘* custom-houses.’’ That, 
however, as | understand it, is a mere arbitrary 


| division for convenience sake, made perhaps In 
| printing the bill. 


But, | submit, that division 
cannot rule out an amendment clearly in order to 


the bill, particularly when we have reached the | 


head of ‘* miscellaneous items.”’ 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The Chair will state, in 
reply to the suggestion of the gentleman, that the 
effect of this amendment, if entertained, would be, 


in effect, to recur to a clause of the bill which we | 


have passed. It would be vidlating a rule which 


| prevents a recurrence to a section of the bill already | 


The Chair decides the amendment to be 
out of order. From this decision the gentleman 
from Virginia appeals. 


passed ° 


- a | 
lhe question was taken, and the decision of the 


Chair was sustained by the committee. 
The following clause being under considera- 


| tion— 


“For the discharge of such miscellaneous claims, not 


otherwise provided for, as shall be admitted in due course | 
of settlement at the Treasury, $5,000: Provided, That no | 


part of the appropriation shall be drawn from the Treasury, 


| exceptin pursuance of some law or resolution of Congress | 


authorizing the expenditure ;”’ 


Mr. SIBLEY offered the following amendment: | 


To enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives to 
furnish, pay for, and deliver the same books to the Dele- 
gates from Oregon, New Mexico. and Utah, for the Thirty- 
second Congress, as per resolution of said House passed 
26th July, 1852, $2,700. 

Mr. 8S. I presume there will be no objection to 
the resolution. Its object is only to carry out a 
resolution which passed the House at the last ses- 


sion of Congress, and proyides to give the Dele- 


gates named in it the same books that are furnished 
to other members of the House. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to inquire if 
they were not included in the original resolution ? 

Mr. SIBLEY. There was a clerical error in 
that resolution. 

The question was then taken on the amend- 
ment, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. BOWIE. I desire at this point to offer an 
amendment, which I[ will send to the Clerk’s 
table. 

The amendment was as follows: 

To pay to J. Mudd, for services in the office of the Com- 
missioner of Public Buildings, from the day of the death of 
the late Commissioner to the appointment of the present in- 
cumbent, $65. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, | 


Does the gentleman ap- | 


We are now considering the | 
‘That my proposition | 
|! as an amendmentto that bill is in order cannot be 
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Mr. MOLONY. ‘I move to amend the teens 
under consideration by adding the 

Six thousand dollars for the marine hospital 
Iflinois. ; 

Mr. DEAN. I submit that the amendment jp 
not in order, as there is, I think, no law au 
izing it. 

Mr. MOLONY. It has been estimated ¢, 
the Secretary of the Treasury, under the head o¢ 
‘* miscellaneous.’? There have been appro 
tions made for it for a series of years. . 

Mr. HOUSTON. I hope the gentleman wi); 
allow that matter to remain until we get through 
the bill, and not bring it up now. 2 

A Memeer. It will take no more time to cop. 
sider it now than it will then. 

Mr. MOLONY. I will not take up the time of 
the committee, Mr. Chairman, in making any re. 
marks upon this amendment further than to say 
that the amendment submitted proposes to appro. 
priate $6,000 for the marine hospital at Chicago 
the amount being the same as the estimate made 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, and whic! 


ly in 


his annual report to Congress, he says is indis. 
pensabiy necessary for the protection of the hos. 
pital and grounds, for which $50,000 has already 
been appropriated by the American Congress, © 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi. If the centle. 
man will allow me, I propose to amend his prop. 
osition so as to include all the hospitals, so far as 
they have been estimated for by the Secretary of 
the Treasury, as they stand upon precisely the 
same footing. 

The amendment was as follows: 

Cleveland, Ohio, $15,000; Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, 
$5,000; St. Louis, Missouri, 820,000; Louisville, Ken 
tucky, $3,000; Paducah, Kentucky, 3,000; Napoleon, 
Arkansas, $4,000; Natehez, Mississippi, $4,050; to be ex 
pended for finishing, repairing, heating, and fencing the 
buildings. 


Mr. BROWN said: I will add one word inrelg- 
tion to that amendment. Those all stand, in the 
estimate of the Secretary, upon precisely the same 
footing, and they are recommended for the same 
reasons. I will say, further, that the object for 
which these items of appropriations are recom- 
mended have been voted for by Congress, and 
appropriations made for them, at several periods, 
to not less than $400,000, and it is represented by 
the Department that this annual appropriation is 
necessary for the protection of the property and 
for the completion of the buildings, which are 
now in an unfinished state. 

Mr. MOLONY. Laccept the amendment. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I am opposed to this amend- 
ment. My views were submitted on yesterday, 
and I do not wish to occupy the time of the com- 
mittee now. ‘The amendment, as presented, em- 
braces the estimates of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, and my opinion is, that as they are all placed 
upon the same footing in the estimate, you may 
as well take the question upon them all in one 
amendment. If the committee are determined to 
put the amendment in, let them all be included. 

Mr. BROWN. Idesire to read one sentence 
from the report of the Secretary of the Treasury. 
He says: 

** That those estimates are based upon a careful calcula 
tion of the amount and quality of work to be done, and 
are deemed indispensably necessary for the buildings and 
grounds referred to.” 

Mr. THOMAS M. HOWE. I propose, Mr. 
Chairman, to add five dollars to the appropriation 
for the hospital at Pittsburg. The marine hos- 
pital at Pittsburg is completed, with the single ex- 
ception of some adequate provision for heating it, 
and has been occupied for the purposes for which 
it was designed, for about two years. The present 
mode of heating is by the old-fashioned grate for 
the burning of bituminous coal in the several rooms 
and wards, no adequate arrangement having been 
made for heating the halls of the building. The 
consequence is, that in addition to the discom- 
fort resulting to the inmates of the hospital, the 
water-works of the establishment, constructed at 
a large expense to the Government, are, in very 
cold weather, rendered entirely useless. Plans 
and estimates have been submitted to the Secretary 
of the Treasury, and approved by him, for reme- 
dying this difficulty, and this appropriation has 
been recommended by that officer, and in his 
own language declared to be ** indispensably neces- 
sary.”” 

Mr. HOUSTON. Iam opposed to this amend- 
| ment, and hope that the question will be taken. 
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DARBY. Can I be permitted to saya 
yon the amendment ? 


1? 


185 


M 


word U] 
Cries AIR INO 


cH AIRM. AN. It will not be in order, 
aa gentleman submits an amendment. 
DARBY. Has the gentleman from Penn- 
evivania withdrawn his amendment? 
“The CHAIRM: AN. The gentleman from Ala- 
‘Mr. Houston] opposed the amendment. 
D ARBY. Secbunitancimendinenttoine rease 
int of appropriation four dollars, for the 
» of saying a few words.. I promise not to 
the committee but for a moment. The 
e will bear me witness that | have not con- 
ed mach of their time. ~The appropriation at 
_ Louis has been recommended by the Secretary 
he Treasury as indispensably necessary, and 
e than that, the Government of the United 
tes are paying from three to five thousand dol- 
toc harity hospitals, when they havea hospi- 
rol now almost wei for the reception of patients. 
» the House will vote the appropriation, | 
lraw my amendment. 
Vr. GORMAN. I object to the withdrawal of 
iendment until [ have been heard. There 
: been an estimate sent to the Chair by the gen- 
man from Mississippi, in which is_ included 
et of these hospitals. In looking over the 
$20,000, 


NT 


net 
the amo 


wy 


ars 


, | find one for Evansville, Indiana, $ 


( 4 which the Secretary says: 
‘A site has been purchased at Evansville, and the bal- 


al {the appropriation is not sufficient to erect a suitable 
ng; and an additional appropriation of $20,000 is re 
truliv requested.?? 

This hospital must come in the list, or the gen- 
nnot get my support, and I hope not the 

sipport of others who feel themselves interested. 

Mr. DARBY. __I have no objection 

Mr. GORMAN. This hospital is the only one 


n Indiana, al it is situated at the terminus of a 
canal four or five hundred miles long, the longest 
perhaps in the world, and it is ata point where 
congregate a great Many persons who are engaged 
in carrying on the commerce of the country. It 
is upon the Ohio river, which connects it with all 
the waters of the South, and if there is any one 
hospital of the Government which should be in- 
ided, this is the one. If the estimates of the 
Secretary of the Treasury are to be taken for one, 
, five, or ten of them, I insist that this should 

left out, because this one comes within the 
purview of the estimates, the same as the others. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, (interrupting.) I 
1m not going to oppose the hospital of the gentle- 

ian from Indiana. I only wish to explain, in one 
minute of his time. He reads from the report of 
the Secretary of the Treasury. My amendment 
is based upon the estimate which | hold in my 

ind. These estimates do not contain the gen- 
teman’s hospital. I do not know why the Secre- 
tery has left Evansville hospital out. He men- 
tions it in his report, but when he comes to make 

» his budget of estimates, he has not included it. 
| have no objection to including it. 

Mr. GORMAN. lIecan explain that. These 
estimates are for hospitals which have been com- 
menced and partly completed. That isthe reason 
that no estimates have been included in that book; 

itwhen the Secretary speaks of the hospitals 
which have been ordered to be erected he speaks 
of it in this way: A site has been purchased at 
oe and the balance of this appropriation 
is not sufficient to erect a suitable building; an 

ditional appropriation is respectfully requested. 
1 hat is the reason why the estimate is not there. 
As a matter of course, it is the same thing as an 
estimate 

I want the gentleman who offered the amend- 
ment to incorporate Evansville hospital in his 
amendment. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
offered by Mr. Darsy to the amendment, and it 
was not agreed to. 

Mr. MOREHEAD. 
tee do now rise. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
not agreed to. 

So the committee refused to rise. 

Mr. LOCKHART. I move to amend the 
amendment of the gentleman from Illinois, (Mr. 
Motony,] by adding ‘“ for building the marine 
hospital at Evansville, $20,000.” 

Mr. MOLONY. 
¢ the gentleman, so as to include Evansville in 
the list. 


t be 


I move that the commit- 


[ will accept the amendment | 
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The amendment as modified 
follows; 


was then read, as 


**And for the marine hospital at Chicago, 
Cleveland, Ohio, Pittsbure. Penunsvivania, 
$5,000; St. Louis, Missouri, $20,000; Louisville, Ken 
tucky, $3,0°0; Paducah, Kentucky, $3,000; Napoleon, 
Arkansas, 24,000; Natchez, Mississippi, 4,000; Evans 
ville, Indiana, $20,000; to be expended for fimishing, re 
pairing, heating and fencing the buildings.”’ 


[ilinois, 86,000; 


B15,000 ; 


The question recurring on the amendment as 
mod ified — 

Mr. BROWN demanded tellers; which were 
ordered; and Messrs. Henpricxs, and Harris of 
‘Tennessee, were appointed. 

The question was taken, and the tellers reported 
—ayes 53, noes 70. 

So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. MOLONY. 
ment: 

For the marine hospital at Chicago, $6,050. 

Mr. MEADE. Isthe arsendmes it in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is ofthe opin- 
ion that the amendment is in order. 

Mr. MOLONY. I would ask the attention of 
the committee only for one moment. 1 am aware 
that its time is precious. The Secretary of the 
Treasury in his report says that this hospital has 
been completed, and for its protection and that of 
the ground you have purchased, $6,000 is indis- 
pensably necessary. Te uses the ward indispens- 
able after a careful examination of the necessities 
of the building. Now, I hope the committee will 
not refuse to appropriate, after such a recommend- 
ation from such a source, $6,000 for the protec- 
tion of a structure that has cost $50,000. I shall 
content myself with saying thus much. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I am opposed to the amend- 
ment, and [ trust that gentlemen will not renew 
these propositions when the committee has shown 
its determination to vote them down. Let us get 
through with the bill this ev ening, report it to the 
House, and then call the previous question on it 
and the amendments of this committee. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Georgia. I move that the 
committee do now rise. 

The question was put, and the committee re- 
fused to rise. 

Mr. MOLONY. I demand tellers on the amend- 
ment I have offered. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was disagreed to. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi. 


following amendment: 


I submit the following amend- 


I move the 
For the marine hospital at Natchez, $5,500. 
1 do not expect, after the demonstration the 
committee has made, that the amendment will be 
adopted; but it is due to the committee and the 
country that I should state this simple fact: You 
| have erected a building there, at a cost of some 
$80,000; it needs repair, and the Secretary of 
the ‘Treasury has estimated $4,000 for that pur- 
pose, and you refuse to appropriate it. The loss 
is the loss of the Government, and not mine nor 
my constituents, I care but little about it. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I shall occupy 
the remainder of the gentleman’s time only to state 
that themarine hospital at Napoleon, in Arkansas, 
is precisely in the same situation as the one at 
Natchez. Four thousand dollars is all that is asked 
for there; and while we are voting here in this 
way there are collected around that building oils, 
paints s, brushes, and all the mat oe for its com- 
pletion. It has cost already about seventy or 
eighty thousand dollars, and Sais this appropri- 
ation be made it will sustain serious injury. The 
Senate will put it in if wedo not. (Laughter.] 
It is not reasonable that we should treat our works 
in the manner intended, as it would seem from the 
votes of the committee. 
Mr. TUCK. I wish simply to say that the 
failure to appropriate the money to finish these 
hospitals which have been begun, has taken place 
in consequence of the attempt of the gentleman 
from Indiana to provide for the building of a new 
one. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was disagreed to. 

Mr. GORMAN. I move to amend by the in- 
sertion of the following: 

For the completion of the marine 
ville, Indiana, $19,000. 

I perceive, Mr. Chairman, that the committee 
' is not in the humor to hear a statement of the 


hospital at Evans 





731 


ground on which these marine hospitals were 


started. The feeling is to vote down all these 
amendments, aid for what reason? Is it because 
this money goes out of the Treasury of the United 


States? Why, sir, are you not aware that you tax 
every seaman and boatman engaged in the navi- 
gation of the western rivers and canals twenty 
cents per month, which amount is retained out of 
for these very lums? That tax is 
for that by law. After the 
hospitals are erected you refuse to give these boat- 
men and seamen permission when sick to enter 
them and be treated as Pp You refuse them 
a place tn which to die after you have taxed them 
during life. Reedthieees mney thus proposed to be ap- 
propriated come from your Treasury? It may for 


his wages 
designated 


AaSY 


purpose 


m tients, 


tne present, but every dollar in the course of time 
will be paid back by these hardy boatmen, who are 
engaged inthe greatcommerce of the West. The 


committee have voted do 
in my humble judgment, wit! 
them. I see that my friend 
to speak on this subject, and I trust, 
that he e the fact 
that, although this appropriation is 
to build this hospital, itis the object 
it 


wn these appropriations, 


out understanding 
. 


trom Georgia desires 
vhed 


He 


not 


Ww hye oes 


will stat s in the case. knows 


sufficrent 
of the Govern- 
e knows 
the 


can HH 
reimbursed to 


as far 
will all be 


ment to provide for 


as it 


also that the money 


Government eventually, out of the hospital fund 
collected from the seamen and boatmen 

Mr. TOOMBS I desire to state a fact in be- 
half of these very men whose cause the gentieman 
seems so eloquently to advocate. You have been 
in the habit of levying on the seamen and boat- 
men of the western waters what is called the hos 


pital fund, and, so long as you voted it towards 
these men did have 
But you havet aken 
their money and squandered every dollar of it on 


buildings from New Orleans to the highest 


buildings at the right places, 
provision in case of sickness, 


poime 


of navigation on the Mississippi river.. You have 


erected hospitals along the Ohio and Mississippi 
rivers at Louisville, Paducah, and various other 
places where they were not needed. In order to 


have public funds at particular places, you have 
taken their small pittance and squandered it with- 
out adequate benefit to them. Let 
down or be pulled down, but let us preserve the 
fund and take care of the sailors at proper places 

That is the way to do justice to them, as 
the rentleman proposes, to squande r their money 
contrary to the principle of the Government; and 
for that reason I am opposed to the amendment. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississipyi. [ 
duce the appropriation $50. 

Mr. Chairman, every now and then we get in 
one of these revolutionary moods when the House 
will not listen to re or to common sense 
{ Laughter. } Yesterday you went to work and 
appropriated about Seve, 000: and for what? To 
erect palaces for the collectors of customs where 
you have no customsto collect. To-day you are 
asked to appropriate a few hundred dollars to pro- 
tect the sailors, and you refuse to do it 

Yesterday we voted 300.000 to build houses 
for which we have no use, and never will have; 
and to-day you atone for this folly by refusing a 
few hundred to in order houses 
already built, for which you haveand will continue 
to have very greatuse. Youreconomy allows you 
to vote more than a quarter of a million for a use- 
less custom-house at Cincinnati, and it prevents 
you from voting $4,000 to repair a marine hos- 
pital at Natchez. 

The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Toowss} has 
got into one of his economical moodsto-day. He 
frequently has these fits, and generally | think at 
the wrong time. I an oce before, 
when one of these fits was on hir He advised the 
cutting down of the appropriations for the Quar- 
termaster’s Department of the Army. We got 
into such a condition as we are to-day. We fol- 
lowed the counsel of the gentleman, and next year 
the consequence was that we had the most extrav- 
agant and extraordinary deficiency to make up 
that we have ever known. The reason was ob- 

vious: You followed the gentleman’s advice, and 
refused the ay propriations. The Army had to be 
subsisted, supplies were bought on acredit at ruin- 
ous sacrifices, and at last you hal to foot the bills 

And now the gentleman advises us ag He 
advises us not to repair these buildings. Next 

year they will be half rotted down, and in stead of 
$4,000, $25,000 will have to be appropri uted for 


the houses rot 


and not, 


move to re- 


ason 


repair and keep 


reco lect sion 
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their repairs. ! 
consider what they are doing. You will have to re- 


pair these buildings soonet or later, and you will do 
it. About that there is no dispute, and the longer 
you neglect to do it the more money it will re- 
aunire in the end. I do not say this because one of 
them is in my district. I only ask members to 
take a common-sense view of the matter. Are 
you going to put up buildings like these, and then 
fet them rot down rather than appropriate a few 
dollars for repairs? No, you will not. The ad- 
vice of the gentleman from Georgia, if taken by 
this Congress, will not be followed by subsequent 
The» buildings will be repaired so 
I trust that the committee 
will pause long enough to consider what they are 
doing. This is no idle matter. Refuse these ap- 
propriations of a few thousand dollars, and it will 
take four or five times as much next year to repair 
the damage which your refusal will have occa- 
sioned. The furor of this moment will pass away 
by to-morrow, and members will wonder how 
they ever could have voted against repairing a 
sixty thousand dollar building at a cost of a few 
hundred. The Secretary recommends these ap- 
propriations, and says they are indispensably 
necessary. If the buildings are damaged to the 
amount of many thousands in consequence of 
what you are now doing, let those who come after 
us, and see the ruin and have to repair it, remem- 
ber that there was one present to-day who warned 
you ** that a stitch in time saves nine,”’ 

Mr. HALL. [am not sure but the gentleman 
from Mississsippi is entirely mistaken about this 
matter, instead of the opponents of the proposi- 
tion. It is very certain, if we tax the sailors and 
boatmen for the erection of asylums, that we ought 
to apply it to that purpose. But, sir, it is notori- 
ous that we have far exceeded that sum, and these 
appropriations are for the taking care of sick people 
at the expense of the Treasury of the United 
States. In my opinion, there is no more justice 
in taking care of seamen and boatmen than wag- 
oners and travelers generally. If we are to sup- 
port sailors out of the public Treasury when they 
are sick, | want travelers through my country to 
be supported in the same way—wagoners, rail- 
road men, and men of this stamp. 

The question being upon the adoption of the 
amendment, ; ‘ 

Mr. BROWN withdrew it. 

Mr. JOHN W. HOWE. 
committee rise. 

Mr. BROWN demanded tellers; and they were 
ordered; and Messrs. Jounson of Tennessee, and 
VENABLE Were appointed. 

The question being put, the tellers reported that 
there were—ayes 66, noes 71. 

So the committee refused to rise. 


. 
Congresses. 


sure as they are built. 


I move that the 


The question then recurrpg on Mr. Gorman’s 
amendment, 

Mr. GORMAN demanded tellers; which were 
ordered; and Messrs. Smiru and Gayiorp were 
appointed. 

The question was then taken, and the tellers 
reported that there were—ayes 22, noes 98. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

The following clauses were then read: 


**For compensation of the warden, clerk, physician, 
chaplain, two assistant keepers, four guards, and porter of 
the Penitentiary of the District of Columbia, 87,350. 


** For compensation of three inspectors of said Penitenti- 


ary, 2300 

** For the support and maintenance of said Penitentiary, 
1,240." ’ 
$1,2 


Mr. DARBY. 
this amendment: 


For continuing the construction of the marine hospital 
at St. Louis, $20,000. 


I feel it due to myself to offer 


' 


Mr. LETCHER. This was submitted once 


before, and vottd down. 

The CHAIRMAN. The proposition is in 
order. 

Mr. DARBY. I have not troubled the House 
much; but it is due to the very large constituency 


- 


which I have the honor to represent on this floor, | 


that I should say something on a subject of so 
much local interest to them. And the hurried 


manner with which this bill is pressed prompts | 


me to ask, whether it has come to this, on the 


floor of the American Congress, in this enlight- | 
ened day, that an unmatured bill shall be forced | 


through with such rapid haste as not to allow | 


I ask the committee to pause and | few minutes allowed by the rules, the wants of his 


constituents? The unmistakable opposition to 
any and every amendment manifested by the com- 
mittee is apparent to all. But I ask gentlemen to 
pause and ponder for one moment, and to consider 
whether the principle of representative Govern- 
ment can be carried out in this way. I represent 
a district extending some three hundred miles on 
the Mississippi river, embracing twenty counties. 
‘The city and county of St. Louis alone have a popu- 
lation of one hundred and twenty thousand, and 
the other nineteen counties a larger population, 
perhaps; the whole amounting almost to two 
hundred and fifty thousand souls. The rapidly- 
increasing commerce of the city of St. Louis re- 
quires the completion of the marine hospital at 
that point. Thenumber of arrivals of steamboats 
at the port of St. Louis during the last year was 
3,184. I speak from the Review of the Commerce 
of St. Lous, for the year 1852, which is an in- 
crease on the number for the year preceding. The 
total amount of the tonnage of St. Louis for the 
year 1851 was 683,140. In 1852, it amounted to 
735,244—paying into the Treasury from the cus- 
toms collected at that port Mr the past year the 
sum of $293,298 74. ‘The amount paid out for 
the relief of sick and distressed seamen for the year 
1852, at that port, was $3,162 01. These are official 
statements furnished by the surveyor of the port. 
This extensive and increasing commerce is evi- 
dence itself of the large number of hands engaged 
on the steamboats in that trade, and the necessity 
of finishing the marine hospital at St. Louis. 
find in the report of the estimates of appropri- 
ations furnished by the Department, that this 
amount is specially required, and was before the 
Committee on Ways and Means. It is demanded 
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We | 


by the Secretary of the Treasury in his report as | 


being indispensably necessary to finish the hos- 
pital. The building is now near!y completed, but 


it will require the further appropriation of $20,000 
‘ | 


to finish 1t and prepare it for the reception of pa- 
tients. ‘This requisition is made to us in official 


form from the proper Department and authority | 


of the Government. Are you willing to see this 
building, on which the Government has already 
expended so much money, rot down and go to de- 
struction before the scaffolding is torn-from around 
it? At the same time you have official statements 
of the expenditure of thousands of dollars for the 
relief of sick and disabled seamen to the charity 
hospitals for the want of this building. 1 ask gen- 


tlemen if this is sound policy or economy, to say | 


nothing of the justice of the measure ? 


The geutleman from Georgia [Mr. Toomss] is | 
opposed to the whole system of these river hospi- | 
tals, and intimates that it would be better to aban- 
don them altogether, and to fall back on the former | 


practice of the Government. Are you prepared to 
do this, and throw away all that has been ex- 
pended, even before a fair trial has been made with 
them—before the buildings are finished? I trust 
not. I hope gentlemen will vote for the amend- 
ment, being the amount demanded by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury. 


It is true the chairman of | 


the Committee on Ways and Means says he is | 
opposed to the appropriation, and the committee | 


have left itout of the bill. Is thatany reagon why 
the appropriation should not be made, without 


some good argument and reasons assigned for | 


omitting it, as it has been specially required by the 
Department? The amount expended by the sur- 
veyor of the port for the relief of sick and dis- 
tressed seamen for the year 1851, was $5,441 44; 
which, added to the sum paid out to charity hospi- 


tals for the last year, makes the amount $8,603 45, | 
expended for the last two years—nearly half the | 


sum asked for by this appropriation, so strongly 
urged by the Department. St. Louis is a termi- 
nating point in our commercial intercourse and 
navigation, where a larger number of boatmen 
congregate than at any other place on the Missis- 
Sippi river. Being in a high latitude, the sick and 
afilicted men engaged on our steamboats seek it in 
the hot summer months, and prefer it to staying 
or stopping at any other place upon the lower Mis- 
sissippi. Your maritime jurisdiction is extended 
over and enforced upon us, and the citizens en- 
gaged in commerce there are as rightfully entitled 


to the fostering protection of the Government as | 


any other portion of the Republic—those actively 
engaged, and hazarding life and property in ex- 
tending and building up your commerce. I hope 


the representative to make known, in the very || the appropriation will be voted. This matter so 
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deeply concerns my constituents that I have fel: 
due to them to make this appeal. . 
Mr. STUART. I beg leave to say & fine 
word to the gentleman from Missouri in the “al 
feeling indeed. I have been in favor of these = 
propriations, and I have voted for them wi 


oo ; 1en ad 

were brought to a decisive vote in the committe, 
° . ee 

My judgment is that they ought to have },., 


adopted; but I say to him and other gentlem, 
who feel as I do upon that subject, that after y 
have had a clear vote of this committee, and tha, 
have given a decided majority against this aoe 
priation, let us yield. Do mot let us delay y},, 
bill here. Wecan do more to pass it now th, 
we can in four hours when we come in here fress 
for discussion hereafter. I ask, in perfect kindpexe 
that the vote may be permitted to be taken to i.) 
the matter, and then yield the point. , 
Mr. DARBY demanded tellers upon his ameng, 
ment; which were ordered; and Messrs, M 460. 
and Jackson were appointed. 
The question was then taken, and the teljen 
reported that there were—ayes 38, noes 87. 
So the amendment was disagreed to. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move that, 
committee rise. 
Mr. LETCHER demanded tellers; which wor 
ordered; and Messrs. Potk and Draw were »», 
pointed. 
The question was then taken, and the tellers re. 
ported that there were—ayes 57, noes 78, 
So the motion was disagreed to. 
Mr. MOLONY. I move an amendment fy, 
appropriating $6,010 for the marine hospital « 
Chicago. 
Mr. STANLY. [rise to a question of order, 
that we have passed the section where this woy\d 
appropriately come in. A little whileago I offered 
an amendment in regard to Guatemala and Nip. 
aragua, as! considered it. related to foreign mis- 
sions, but the Chair ruled it was out of order, ag 
we had passed from the consideration of that sub. 
ject. I yielded, because [ wanted to get through 
with this bill as soon as possible. Upon what 
orinciple is the amendment of the gentleman from 
ilinots connected with the subject we are now 
discussing ? 
The CHAIRMAN. The committee are now 
engaged upon the miscellaneous sections of the 
bill. There has been no preceding section rela- 
ting to hospitals. 
Mr. MOLONY. It is not my intention to con- 
sume the time of the committee. It is well known 
to the committee that I have not done that this ses- 
sion, and I would not be factious in my opposi- 
tion to what has been the decision of the commit 
tee upon this question once and again. I| do 
regard the decision of the committee, however, 
with all due respect, as very extraordinary. 
Mr. LETCHER. I call the gentleman to order 
The gentleman is lecturing the committee instead 
of speaking upon his amendment. 
Mr. MOLONY. I intend to confine my re 
marks to my amendment. So extraordinary wes 
the decision of the committee upon this matter, 
that I feel constrained to make a few remarks. |i 
has béen objected that these appropriations should 
not be made, for the reason that it was no part of 
the business of Congress to build these mariue 
hospitals; and secondly, when built, that the 
money should not be caprreens for protecting 
and preserving them. In the initiative of this 
matter—the building of marine hospitals—that ar- 
gument might be apropos, and have its weight; but 
I am ata loss to see the force of the argument 
when addressed to the Thirty-second Congress, 
who, in their first session, not only considered the 
| construction of marine hospitals by the Govern: 
| ment as desirable for giving shelter and comfort to 
| sick seamen, but they considered it as an object of 
national importance to protect and preserve them 

when built. At the last session Congress made 

| an appropriation of the public money for the con- 
struction of these hospitals, and now, in refusing 
an onprepreine to protect and preserve them 

| when built, they are not acting the part of good 
econemists, certainly. One other remark and | 
am done. Economy is a fine thing, and I appeal 
to my votes upon the record that I have advocated 
it in my practice as well as in my preaching. 

Mr. LETCHER. I call the gentleman to order. 

| TheCHAIRMAN. Thegentleman mustcon- 
fine himself to an explanation of his. amendment. 
| Mr. MOLONY. I will do so. Where is the 
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nsistency of this committee refusing this ap- 
nriation of $6,000 to protect property which 
s Government $50,000, when the Secretary 
Treasury tells you that it is indispensable 
protection of the property of the Govern- 
Where is the consistency in refusing this 
ypriation which is so much needed, and which 
ased upon Official reports and upon careful 
examina tion of the facts in the case. 
“Mr. STUART. 1 do not design to reply to 
.- wentieman. Lonly wish to say to the friends 
he measure, that you might as ‘well attempt to 
the ocean not to lash the shore with its 
waves, as to expect to reverse the decisions which 
-ommittee has given upon this question 
juestion was taken, and the amendment 





é 


a 


1s 


sdvise 


the ¢ 
[The « 
was rejected. 
Mr. MOLONY. I offer the same amendment, 
y increasing the appropriation $15. 
4 was going i say when the hammer fell, 
nd it will take me but half a minute to say it, 
it will appear most ext: raordinary upon the 
record, that the committee should have rejected 
ynomical appropriations as this, when only 
ty-four hours ago they voted $300,000 for 
tom-houses Into this same civil and diplomatic 
ropriation bill. Why did you do it? Because 
etary of the Treasury, or any other offi- 
Government, rec ommended it? No, 
; was no such recommendation. I defy 
ny gentleman to rise up here and give a reason 
y this committee, after appropriating that 
900.000, should refuse to vote this small appro- 
ition ot $6,000, the object of which is to pro- 
1 450,000 worth of public property. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Iam opposed to the amend- 
ent. I have heretofore voted for this ap propria- 
n, but I think these continual applications to the 
nmittee to vote it improper, and [ shall there- 
e vote against it. 
The question was then taken on Mr. 
vey’s amendment, and it was rejected. 


e Secre 


r of the 


there 


. 


Mo to- 


Mr. FLORENCE. loffer the following amend- 
ment: 

For facilitating the business of the post office, and more 
effectually provide for the holding of the courts of the Uni 


ted States in the city of Philadelphia, 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
ler 
Mr. FLORENCE. Yes, sir. 
the head of ** miscellaneous’”’ now. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that 
e amendment is out of order 
Mr. FL ORENCE. I appeal from that decis- 
n,and I desire to state the ‘rounds of my appeal. 
The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman hasaright 
lo that. 
Mr. FLORENCE. We are 
miscellaneous head of the bill, 


2200 000. 


That is not in or- 


We are under 


now under the 
and the Chair de- 


cided a moment ago that an amendment was in | 





order providing for an addition to a hospital 

Loud cries of ** Order!’’ and ** Question'’’ and 
great confusion all over the Hall.] 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will put the 
question. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 
s0NG————= 

(Cries of ** Order !’’ and ** Question !’’} 

The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman cannot as- 
sign reasons for offering the amendment. The 
Chair decides that it is not admissible under the 


ruies, 


I wish to state my rea- 


Mr. FLORENCE. The Chair decided a mo- 
ment ago that an amendment was in order for re- 


paring a hospital on one of the western rivers. 
My consti ituents have intimated to me that this 
ropriation is necessary 

The CHAIRMAN. Itis notin order to make 
anargument. The question is, ‘* Shall the decis- 
ion of the Chair end as the judgment of the com- 
mittee??? 


Mr. FLORENC I withdraw the appeal. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Iam instructed by the Com- 

mittee on Ways and Means to offer the following 
amendment: 
_Forthe purchase of two hundred and fifty copies of the 
Statutes at Large of the United States, and of the Synoptical 
Index thereto, at the contract price paid by (ongress, to be 
distributed under the direction of the Department of State 
among the several consulates and commercial agents, 
$8,750. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Lam instructed by the Com- 
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mittee on Ways and Means to offer the following | 


amendment, which is in 


contracts: 

To enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives to 
pay Jonn C. Rives aud Peter Force for one hundred and 
two copies of the third volume of the Fifth Series of the 
‘American Archives,’? or Documentary History of the 
United States, for the new members of the House of the 
‘Twenty sixth Congress; one hundred and seventeen copies 
of the volume for the new members of the Tweuty 
seventh Congress; one hundred copies ofthe same volun: 
for the new members of the Twenty-eighth Congress ; 
hundred and one copies of the same volume for the new 
members of the ‘'wenty-ninth Congress ; one hundred and 
sixteen copies of the same volume tor the new members of 
the Thirtieth Congress ; one hundred and thirty-four copies 
of the same volume for the new members of the Thirty- first 
Congress ; one hundred and thirty copies of the same vol 
ume for the new members of the Thirty-second Congress ; 
in all eight hundred volumes, at sixteen dollars forty-five 
cents and six mills per copy, 813,164 89 : 

To enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives to 


pursuance of existing 


same 


one 


pay for reporting and publishing eight hundred and fifty 
columns of the proceedings of the House, of the second 


session of the Thirty second Congress, in the Daily Globe, 
at seven dollars and fifty cents per column, 36,375. 

To enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives to 
pay a balance due for reporting and publishing the pro 
ceedings of the House for the first session of the Thirty see 
ond Congress, being sixty five columns and one line, at the 
rate of seven dollars and fitty cents per column, in the 
Daily Globe, $487 54. 

To enabie the Clerk of the House of Representatives to 
pay for twenty-four copies of the Congressional Globe and 
Appendix of the second session of the Thirty-second Con 
gress, foreach member and Delegate of the House, 317,064 ; 
and for binding the same, being five thousand six hundred 
and eighty-eight volumes, in strong and substantial halt 
binding, with Russia leather back and corners, al a rate 
not exceeding sixty cents per volume, $3,412 89. 


Mr. SCHERMERHORN., I move to amend 
the amendment by adding thereto the following: 

For the purchase by the Clerk of the House of R 
sentatives, tor distribution among its members, ten thousand 
copies of the report of Captain H. Stansbury, including the 
maps and plates of the survey of the valley of the great 
salt Lake, ROO, 


‘pre 


ee 
2b. 


For the purchase and distribution as aforesaid of ten 
thousand copies of the second part of the report of Messrs. 
Foster and Whitney, including the maps and plates, upon 


S16, 


the mineral regions of Lake Superior, AW), 

For the purchase and distribution as aforesaid of twenty 
thousand copies of the letters of Lieutenant Maury upon 
the river Amazon and its sources, $4,500. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. McNair and 
SUTHERLAND were appointed. 

The question was then taken, and the tellers re- 
ported—ay es 72, noes 54. 

So the amendment to theamendment was agreed 
to. 

Mr. WOODWARD. I move to amend the 
originalamendment offered by the gentleman from 
Alabama, [Mr. Housrow,] by adding the follow- 
ing: 

Provided, That from the commencement of the present 
session of Congress, and thereatter, there shall be paid, out 
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
to the chief reporter for the Congressional Globe, eighteen 
hundred dollars per annum, and to each of his associate re- 
porters, not to exceed six in number, sixteen hundred dol- 


lars per annum: 4nd provided also, That the sum of seven 
dollars and fifty cents a column, now paid to John C. Rives 
for reporting and publishing the debates, shall be, and is 


hereby, reduced to tour dollars a column. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. This amendment 
is notin order. There is nolaw appointing these 
reporters—no Government officerappointing them. 
They are appointed by a man who is paid $7 50 
yer column for reporting these proceedings. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair desires to in- 
quire of the gentleman from Tennessee if there is 
any law providing for the payment of this $7 50 
per olumn? Is it not annually provided for? 

Mr. JONES. Yes, sir. It is an annual ap- 
propriation. 

The CHAIRMAN. Then the Chair decides 
this amendment to be in order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. There is no law appointing 
the reporters, but there is a law providing for the 
payment of $7 50 a column. The amendment is 
clearly notin order. 

The CHAIRMAN 
amendment is in order. 

Mr. HALL. I rise to a question of order. I 
understand this is a proposition offered as an 
amendment to the proposition of the gentleman 
from Alabama. Now, I say this proposition has 
no connection with that amendment. It may be 
in order as an independent proposition, but it cer- 
tainly is not in order as an amendment to that 

roposition. 

The CHAIRMAN. If the Chair understood 
the reading of the amendment, it provided for re- 
porting the proceedings of the House. He thinks 
the amendment as offered to that is in order. 


The Chair thinks the 


LOBE. | 
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Mr. HOU: STON. My amendment was to carry 
an existing contract under the law. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is not aware 
of any such lawin existence. The appropriation, 
so far as he recollects, has been made from vear 
to year, not in accordance with any standing law 


sa 


upon the subject. The Chair decides the amend- 
ment to be in o der 
Mr. WOODWARD. Mr. Chairman, | take 
al interest in the matter submitted: not, how- 


ever, on my own account, as I shall be here but 
a little while longer. I have, for a long time, 
taken an interest in the reporting of eee 


We have, of late, reformed it very much. Until 
within a few years this House was at the mere Vv 
-< two sets of partisan reporters, each placed here 
by political organs for th ‘purpose, it would seem, 
of caricaturinge the opposite party, and suppress- 


ing the impolitic remarks of its own friends. The 
country esald not get the truth as to what was 
really said. I appeal to every member of long 
standing and experience, if the reports, during the 
period to which I refer, were not of a character 
to render the debates perfectly ridiculous? They 
gave no true information to the country But 
you have reformed, in a eat measure, this evil. 


How? $y making your reporters semi-official: 
by making them responsible to this Flouse; by 
putting them upon their good conduct, like your 
Postmaster, your Sergeant-at-Arms, your Door- 
keepers, and your You see what 
attention to duty theirdependency upon the Flouse 


messenvers 


’ 


as their constituency, secures from those officers. 
Now, the same fidelity may be secured from the 
reporters. Itis of great importance that the re- 
ports which go from this House should be correct 


and true, and useful; and, to that end, 
be subject to the revision of 
Now, sir, I 


which has been 


they should 
members 


would perfect the improvement 


commenced, by making these re- 


porters, In a more strict sense, officia You have 
seen that a reporter, bearing that relation to the 
House, will discharge his duties well In this 
very thing consists the improvement made lle 
cannot safely practice partiality. Indeed, he will 


be more ant to endeavor to please the adverse par- 
ty than his own. Why it 
see. But my amendment does 
make them officers of the House, vedient as it 
would be to do so, but to pay them a round sum 
instead of so much a column. 

Another question, Mr. Chairman, is, whether 
the compensation proposed in the ame 
excessive. It is but 


be 


wil 


pronose to 


should so all 
not 


ex 


ximent ia 


not excessive, moderate. 


The qualifications of a reporter are rare A mil- 
lion of men can be found capable of filline other 
offices, but reporting is a peculiar vocation. Few 


are able to fill the post, and few are willi 
form the requisite labor. 
here during your entire ,and aft 


adjourned, labor till midnight, 


ng to per- 
"yp } 
hose ventiemen ait 
RePRSIORN ervou h ive 


almost every day 


of their lives. They exercise a rere taler t, and 
perform a most extraordinary amount of labor, 
besides. 

Mr. Chairman, we have already given some 
thousands of dollars—I might almost say, some 


tens of thousands of dollars—for the planting of 
trees and flowers, for vetti Pres- 
ident’s House, forornamenting the public grounds, 
for the removal of obnoxious trees, &e., &e. | 
say nothing against all this It is am 


taste and propriety, and not of usurpation of pow- 


ne furniture for the 


itter of 


er: but | trust we shall 
—for that is all | 
heads of the community; to 
people’s brains, as well as in the Presi 
sion. 
It is not for our own 

is for the sake of the 
They are entitled to know 


not object to votine &3,000 
1, —T j : 

ask—to plant true ideas in the 

set things rght inthe 


lent’s Man 


[ask this. It 
the ountry. 

truth, and if we 

provide for reporting, at all, we are sible 
for having thetruthtold. But the House is bound, 
in justice to itself, to at the 
correct information of 
should not sit here 
who occupy desks to 


sakes that 
. 2 
eonle of 
the 


respon 


aee th 
what 
atthe mercy of 


have 
We 


caricaturists 


( ountry 
occurs here. 


amuse the public, and select 


itable to the House, and selected for their perso 

al bearing purely. It is due to the country, and 
due tc ourselves, that we should spare no pains, 
and no reasonable exper se, to see that what vid 
here go to the country in its true light, and in its 


most instructive form that members may choose 
to give it. 
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Your bargain with Mr. Rives is, that the more 
there is reported, and the more there is printed, 
the more money the reporter and the printer get. 
The vreatest amount of words seems to be the 
thing uimed at. ‘The inadvertenctes, the theught- 
lesa tautologies, and repetitions of unprepared de- 
bate, on questions momentarily made, must all be 
carefully noted down, or reporter and printer for- 
feit a portion of their pay. ‘They are made to 
have a chief interest in the quantity, and only@& 
secondary interest in the quality. © 

A salary would make it the interest of your 
reporters to condense their reports by excluding, 
according to their sound judgment, what the 
Speaker would himself exclude, as useless. He 
only is a reporter, in the true sense, who is com- 
petent to exercise such a discretion; especially in 
arunning debate. Mr. Rives is interested to have 
the reports extended, and his power of dismissing 
your reporters will be a sufficient guarantee against 
unreasonable and negligentcondensation. [t would 
be well to have the reporters’ interest opposed to 
Mr. Rives’s, and thus have a guarantee for quality 
as well as quantity. But Mr. Rives is honest 
enough to approve of my proposition, 

Mr. HALL. lamasanxious as the gentleman 
from South Carolina [Mr. Woopwarp] to have 
the proceedings of this House correctly reported. 
But my experience has satisfied me that the prop- 
osition of the gentleman from South Carolina is 
not the best to accomplish that object. We have 
reporters now employed, and appointed by Mr. 
Rives. If those are not paid sufficiently by Mr. 
Rives, what is the reason? I[tis because we do 
not pay him enough. {ff we think the reporters 
are not sufficiently well paid, let us increase the 
price which we now pay to Mr. Rives for report- 
ing the proceedings of this House, and then he 
will be able to pay his reporters sufficient com- 
pensation. The amendment proposed by the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina will result in this: 
it will result in indifferent reporters getting just as 
much as competent ones. ‘They are now paid per 
column; they are piece-workers, and consequently 
a good reporter gets good wages, while an indif- 
ferent one gets indifferent wages. The proposi- 
tion of the gentleman from South Carolina will 
place all upon an equality. The good and bad 
will be paid alike. I wish to provide against such 
a contingency as that. But, in addition to that, 
do we not know that the number of officers em- 
ployed in this department of the Government, is 
continually increasing? A few years ago we had 
only five or six clerks in this House. Now we 
have, I believe, forty or fifty. 
we had only seven or eight pages, and now we have 
fourteen or sixteen; and so it is in every Depart- 
ment of the Government. If we undertake to ap- 
point reporters upon the plan of the gentleman 
feom South Carolina, in less than six years we 
shall have twenty or thirty reporters, many of 
whom will be utterly incompetent to discharge 
their duties, and will receive just as much pay as 
the ablest reporters of the country. If we are to 
iacrease the compensation of these reporters, | in- 
sist that they shall be paid for their work by the 
column. When the House comes to employ its 
reporters, and give them salaries, yeu will not 
have good reports. Let us have piece-workers. 
i believe they are the best for the Government. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. STANLY. Is it in order to amend the 
amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not. 
amendment to an amendment. 

The question being now upon the adoption of 
Mr. W eopwarn’s amendment, upon a division— 
63 rose in the affirmative. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. TI call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Curtis and 
Meacuam were appointed. 

The question was again put, and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 74, noes not counted, 

So the amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to. ri 

Mr. STANLY. 
the committee? 

The CHAIRMAN. The original amendment 
of the gentleman from Alabama is before the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move to add, at 
the end of the amendment just adopted, the fol- 
lowing: 


This is an 


Is there anything now before 
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A few years ago | 


| and he differ about that matter. 




















And that the said repprters be appointed by the Speaker 
of the House. 

Mr. Chairman, these reporters are now made 
officers of this House. The Constitution provides 
that each House of Congress may appoint its own 
officers, but they cannot delegate that power to an 
outsider, or to any other Department of the Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. WOODWARD. I rise simply to correct 
amistake. ‘These reporters are not by this amend- 
ment made officers of the House. 

Mr. LETCHER. Will the gentleman from 
South Carolina allow me toask him a question? 

Mr. WOODWARD. Certainly. 

Mr. LETCHER. If these reporters are not 
officers of the House, what right have we to vote 
them salaries? 

Mr. WOODWARD. The Elouse already pay 
them. The House has instituted reporting, and 
recognized reporters. Now, I propose to place 
them in a position where they will receive a little 
better compensation. That is all. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment to the amendment was disagreed to—ayes 
43, noes not counted. 

Mr. STANLY. I move to amend the amend- 


GLOBE. 


ment last offered by the gentleman from South | 


Carolina, by adding these words: 


It shall not go into effect until the first day of December, | 


1853. 


Mr. Chairman, I am opposed to the amendment 


offered by the gentleman from South Carolina, for | 


the very excellent reason offered by my honest 
friend from Tennessee, [Mr. Joxes.] I say honest, 
because I feel that he is so uniformly, when there 
is an attempt to get money out of the Treasury; 
it isa deserved compliment due him to say, that 
no matter how strong may be his party feelings, 
he resists improper attempts to get money from 
the Treasury, as a man of integrity and a patriot 
should. I oppose the whole business. The Globe 
appoints its reporters, and no matter who Mr. 
Rives puts in there, we have no control over them. 
It is for his interest to putin proper ones; but Mr. 
Rives is a party man, and he will prefer party 
men. But if you have some amendment placing 
them under the control of this House, or of the 


Speaker, we should have them responsible to the | 


House for the proper discharge of their duty. The 
Speaker ought to have control over their appoint- 
ment at least. How many reporters are provided 
for in this amendment? 

A Memoer. Five. 

Another Member. 

Mr. STANLY. 
Says SIX. 


No, sir, six. 


There it is. 


One says five, and another | 
One of these reporters is | 


to receive $1,800, and the rest $1,600; and Mr. | 


Rives’s friends are going to receive their salary | 


from the fourth of March until the first day of De- 


cember, next, out of the public Treasury without | 


rendering any services during that time. 


It is a small business, to be sure, in the esti- 
mation of some gentlemen; but many drops make 
a shower. Rivers are made of drops, and so is the 
ocean itself. We are constantly increasing the 
number of the officers of this House. We are 
constantly voting ourselves books which members 
of Congress do not use, and often do not get, and 


which are enriching the officers of the House at a | 


waste of the public money. It is time to put astop 
to these things. 

The gentleman from South Carolina says, these 
men labor hard. I dare say they do; but they 


work no harder than many members of Congress. | 


These stations are sought by them. 
here voluntarily, and if they are not well paid, 
they should go to some other place where they 
will be better paid. 
the House? They ‘* scatter ideas’”’ about among 
the people, do they? Whatsort of ideas? The 
ideas of you, and all of us here. Are scattered 
ideas worth anything to scatter about? [Laughter. } 

Mr. VENABLE. Certainly they are. 

Mr. STANLY. My colleague says they are. 
The gentleman from Mississippi (Mr. Napers] 


are good. But the unneighborly gentleman from 


They come | 


Why make them officers of | 


I think his ideas | 


Mississippidid not think so the other day. [Uaugh- | 


ter.] It is a mistake to suppose that we are scat- 
tering good ideas here, or that the public mind is 
enlightened by reporting our speeches. I am not 
finding fault with Mr. Rives or the reporters. I 


| am opposing the attempt to make them salaried 
\| officers, 


| 


Feb. 19, 


3ut here is another thing worth examin 
Are we to pay for this reporting in the Gi. 
without any investigation by the Commir.. 
Accounts, or any other committee? Are w 
pay for speeches and circulars in the Ape, 
written by ourselves at the rate of 7 50 4o, 
umn, in order to allow Mr. Rives to sell them ap 
make money by the transaction? Why gp 
this matter pell-mell? Why not examine | 
these questions? Here we are day afte; , 
making officers of the House, one by one. c 
at the report sent in hereby your Clerk, show... 
the number of officers employed by this Ho a 
Look at the (I don’t know how many) mep ,,. 
ployed in indexing claims, which the rentier > 
from Alabama [Mr. Houston] said was ap « 
position.”? You madeit the business of the Pon, 
keeper last year, very properly for aught | kyo, 
todo—what? Toappointan additional door-kee,,. 
to help another one to keep the door open ay , 
keep it shut. [Laughter.]| The gentleman ;,,, 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Cuanper] said he wag o9); 
—a gentleman who has a clear head and a wor, 
heart—and the Speaker submitted to the Hoye. 
because he did not know what else to do. a nr...’ 
osition toappoint another door-keeper. | wan). 
to object, but it occurred to me that thoueh \), 
poor fellow whom the Speaker would ap; 
though he would be a Democrat, I did not ts 
that he might not havea wifeand children, | ro, 
in my seat, but sat down again from reluctayp, 
to oppose such a thing. But it is comingit a 
too strong to foist six or eight reporters on thy 
House, to be paid when not working for us, 

[Here the hammer fell.} : 

The question was then taken on Mr. Srayry\ 
amendment, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I propose to add to iy 
amendment the words: ** and said reporters s| 
be elected by the House viva voce.”’ 

The House has adopted the system of electing jy 
own Sergeant-at-Arms, Clerk, and other of 
and I think this House is more competent to eee: 
its officers than John C. Rives, or any one else 
meaning no disrespect to Mr. Rives. I say atthe 
outset, that gentlemen may understand my posi. 
tion, that I intend to vote against the pending prop. 
osition in any shape. I gave a good deal 
attention to this matter at the last session. | 
satisfied with the existing reports. I know they 
are the best reports we have ever had, either here 
or in the other wing of the Capitol. Mr. Rives 
is responsible to us, and unless he gets good re. 
porters, and unless they attend to their business, 
of course he will discharge them, or be a loser 
himself. But if you appoint these men, the busi. 
ness of reporting will eventually be done likes 
the other business in our public offices. You put 
men into the executive offices upon the principe 
of favor, asa great many of the clerks are, ani 
you do not get any work out of them ate 
Sometimes we have been deprived of useful clerks 
in this Hall, because the members from somé 
large State chose to insist that some favorite of 
theirs should be appointed to the exclusion of ol 
and experienced ones, who are supplanted. Upor 
the same principle you will find a body of me 
going to Mr. Rives, and insisting upon his »- 
pointing some special favorite, and say to hin, 
that ** unless you will do so we will object to your 
reports, and will establish some other system o! 
publication.”” The result will be that you wi 
have no good reports. 

I am willing that the House shall select, if we 
are to have official ones at all, their own reporters 
I think they would do pretty well for a time, bu! 
they will grow more and more slack in their 
business, and therefore | prefer the present sys 
tem. 

Mr. CABLE, of Ohio. Have we the right to 
select reporters, and send them into a printing 
office belonging to a private individual ? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. We have the right to have 
| reports made if wechoose,and employ Mr. Rives 
to print them. I say, however, that I am so we 
satisfied with the present system that I am no 
willing to change it. As the present reporters have 
been doing well, 1am willing, as we did at the last 
session, to vote them a handsome allowance at Lit 
close of the present term. I[ am quite willing !" 
this way to make their emolument as large as | 
| would be under the system of the gentleman from 

South Carolina, [Mr. Woopwarp.] 
Mr. HOUSTON. I am opposed to the amené- 
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ment, | 
ialieve if we pursue any course, and retain the 
pet 
reporters, 
peire to have a vote upon the amendment. part. 


a division—ayes 55, noes not counted, 


<5 the committee refused to rise. that a 


Mr. BAYLY. Is the amendment of the gen- || | 


he ¢ CH AIRMAN. The gentleman from Ala- 


it, 
i 
amendment, and it was not agreed to. 


Mr. BAYLY. Is the original amendment of 


ereafter.”’ My object, if I can attain it, is to 


“s 


apply 
e 


been adopted, and it provides expressly that the 


of the amendment offered by Mr. Houston, as 


amended, and it was disagreed to. 


Mr. GENTRY. [am happy to coéperate with || ject, 
the chairman of the Committee on Ways and dicection. 


Means in forwarding the passage of our appropria- 
tion bills, but from my experience in this Hall, I 


} 


bill to-night, and I therefore move that the com- 
mittee do now rise. 
Mr. HOUSTON. If this bill is not passed 


So the committee refused to rise. 


The following clause being under consideration: || extended; 

‘ For the collection of agricultural statistics and purchase necessity to increase our means, we propose to go 
backward instead of forward. 
with our policy. 


of seeds, to be paid out of the patent fund, 85,000 ; 

Mr. NEWTON. Mr. Chairman, I offer the 
following amendment, to come in after the word || 
‘ statistics,’’ in line 999: 

The analysis of soils and fertilizers, and the purchase 
of seeds and agricultural books rendered necessary in ma- || 
king the annual report, to be expended under the direction || 
of the Commissiouer of Patents, and paid out of the pat- 
ent fund, 87,500. 

It has been my object while here, and long be- 
fore, to do something to benefit the agriculturist. 
Here, I have been unable to reach the subject di- 
rectly, and all that remains is to offer this little | 
five minutes amendment. From 1839 up to 18 2, | 
the nation has been in the habit of appropriating 
from one thousand to five thousand five hundred 
dollars annually, (with the exception of the years 
1840, 4Land 1846, and nothing duri ng those years, ) 
for the purpose of collecting agricultural statistics, 
and purchase of seeds, to be taken from the patent 
fund, without designating any agent, scientific or 
financial, to direct or disburse the fund. By im- 
plication, the Commissioner of Patents has per- | 
furmed the duty. There being no specification of 
objects in the appropriations, except the purchase 
of seeds, a large amount of the fund has been ex- || 
pended in that way, and not to much purpose. 

The purchase of seeds abroad or at home, in || 
the manner they must have been, from the general 
expression used in the law, could be nothing but 
me ieanaal A large proportion have been en- 
tirely worthless and never germinated atall. Very 
many of those bought abroad, and I think the 
larger part, are unacclimated and inappropriate to 
our soil and climate. 

Foreign seeds are brought here by our agents 
abroad as fast as science directs their applicability 
and utility. Purchasing a lot of seeds abroad, as || 
you would a lot of coods, is worth but little more || 
than to go into the barn-yard of a farmer in the 
fall of the year and gather them indiscriminately 
and distribute over the country. The object of | 
this amendment is to designate what we wish 

| 
| 


done with the money, and appoint the agent, and 
increase the fund. Analy zing soils and fertilizers | 
may be made highly serviceable and beneficial to | 


and to the whole system of reporting. I || ment, it will be at least saying we wish the fund 
scientifically expended, and not alone mechanic- 
we had better retain them as they are. || ally, and it will be some little advancementon our 
If you analyze the soil in one local lity, ane 
Mr POLK. I move that the committee do now || thereby make discoveries, and have them put in 
practice, and the practical benefits far exceed th e 
[he question was taken, and there were, upon || outiay, it will be repeated elsewhere and extended. 
I wish I had time to extend the practical thoughts 
ypear to be connected with this subject 
Discovering 
tleman from North Carolina [Mr. Crineman] || adaptation to artificial manures, 
highly useful. 
Mr. Johnson, of New York, took with him to 
hami . Houston] has spoken in opposition to England, in 185l,a deposit of p a vhate of lime, 
" a the > question is upon that amendment. found in Crown Point, on Lake ¢ 
[he question was taken upon Mr. Criineman’s presented itto the Royal Agricultural Society, and 
they had it analyzed by their Professor Way, who 
reported that it contained highly fertilizing prop- 
my friend from South Carolina (Mr. Woopwarp] || erties; and a house in England has since proposed 
sti] open to amendment? to buy the whole deposit. 
The CHAIRMAN. Itis. | ities, and mode of applying our muck and peat 
Mr. BAYLY. I move to strike out the word || that are found in large quantities in our swamps 
and wast ( 
y this pay ment to the present Congress, and || lands, is a highly-important branch of agricultural 
, that may have an influence and applica- 
e CHAIRMAN. The amendment of the || tion to almost every farmer in our land. 
ventieman from North C arolina[Mr. Srancy] has || articles, if valuable as manures, as they undoubt- 
| edly are, may be obtained cheaper and more read- 
law shi all go into effectin December, 1853. Ithas || ily than any other; yet their principal utility and 
therefore decided the ques stion, mode of use are very little understood by the great 
The question was then taken upon the adoption || mass of farrners 


‘hamplain, and 


The fe rtilizing qué al- 


let future Congresses provide for themselves. science 


The means of preserving fruit 
| trees from blizht and insects, and the mode of ap- 
plying the means, is also a highly-important sub- 
little understood. j 
can turn the attention of our disbursing 
azent of this small sum to these and kindred sub- 
jects, much additional information and benefit can 
am not able to see that we can get through this || be acquired and communicated F 
farmers and fruitists. 
the nation first commenced 
has been gradually increasing the amount to be 
to-night it will be the middle or last of next week || expended until the present Congres 
before we shall finish it. | been productive of great good, 
The question was taken on Mr. Gentry’s mo- |} ways. 
tion, and it was disagreed to. nals have 


this work 
3, and it has 


subordinate tribu- 
same policy, and society 
and individual influence have been awakened and 
and now, when there is the greatest 


From these examples 
followed the 


This ts in keeping 
We begin to build, and while 
the work is in successful progress, abandon 
| The Secretary of the Interior, in his annual mes- 
sace, recommends an increase of $2,200 for a li- 
ian, and $1,000 for agricultural books. j 
| amendment provides for the purchase of books 

necessary in making the annual report. 


agricultural and mechan- 
As our connary has been in- 
eadvancing, 


made the. entire report, 
ical, in one book. 
creasing, and the science of : 
he has divided the mechanic al from the a 
books; the matter in the last, 
and the style of the book, are altogether 
than any former one; and with the people the de- 
sire to receive the book is increasing in all parts of 
small fund reaches more 
people, conveys more information, and gives more 
satisfaction than any other of doub 
in our Government. 

The Secretary, 


,and made two 


thecountry. In fact, this 


le the amount 


fully aware of these facts, and 
well ac quainted with the whole subject, has made 
the rec ommendation, and is it not wise for us to 
There is no place for agriculture. You 
have now shut it out of the Patent Office. 
is no one to take charge of it. 
belonging to it. 
except for 


adopt it? 


T here are no book 3 
s no direction of the fund, 
some one—and nobody knows who— 
to gather facts and buy a lot of seeds, and there it 
The object is not, or should not be, to ac- 
oxteniins and compile facts togecher, 
cover new ones, and illustrate and explain their 
qualities and properties for the general purposes 
Here are facilities to acquire and con- 
vey information that nowhere else exists in the 
and the fact that we are disposed to fur- 
nish thorn means, would stimulate to more en- 
ergetic action, all the various machinery now in 
| operation in all parts of the Union 
making bureaus for everything — agric ulture, 
and this we are afraid of, 
clerkship, a name, ora plac e. 
long this subject will drag and be neglected; 
it does appear as if the time will come when it wil 
the farming community. If we adopt the amend- '| be understood, regarded, and assisted. 


but to dis- 


l i not oe nen 


are increasing in price; land is increasing in value; 
farmers are more needed; science in farming be- 
comes more and more necessary each year, as the 
land becomes more impoverished by use and 
abuse. A national society convened at the me- 
tropolis from all parts of the nation, are urging 
usio aid them tn their exertions to acquire and 
diffuse intelligence and science: and yet so little 
are they regarded, that they cannot obtain a hear- 
ing. The inevitable ec nsequence of our neglect is 
discouragement in all the various means now em- 
ploved and prosecuted. 

Mr. HIBBARD. Lam opposed to this amend- 
ment, and hope it will not be adopted, and that 
this and all others will be voted down. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Newron,‘and it was disagreed to 

Mr. HAVEN. I offer the following amend- 
ment: 

For printing and distributing the charts of the lake sar 
vevs, $1,500. 

Mr. GORMAN. I am opposed to that amend- 
ment. I want a vote, and I say to the friends of 
this bill, who want to get through with it, and not 
to consume the next week, let them rise fn their 
places and ask for a vote 

The question was taken on the amendment of 
Mr. Haven, and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York. I submitthe 
following amendment under instructions from the 
Committee on Commerce 

For salaries of nine supervising and fifty local inspectors 
appointed under an act approved August 30, 1852, for the 
better protection of the lives of passengers on steamboats, 
with traveling and other expenses incurred by them, 
&70,000. 

The estimates were not sentin senson to the 
committee, or that appropriation would have been 
embraced in the printed bill. At present there is 
no appropriation out of which to pay the salaries 
of those officers. The amendment ought to be 
adopted. 

Mr.CHURCHWELL. Mr. Chairman, I pro- 
pose the following amendment to the amendment 
offered by the honorable gentleman from New 
York, (Mr. Seymovr:} 

For compensation to inspectors of hulls and boilers for 
the port of Knoxville, Tennessee, $800, to be appointed in 
contormity to the provisions of the ninth section of the act 
approved 3th of August, 1852, ** to amend an act entitled 
‘An act to provide for the better security of the lives of pas 
sengers on board of vessels propelled in whole or in part by 
steam, and for other purposes ;’’’ the salaries of each of 
said officers to be 400. 

High up in the rich and fertile valley of the 
Tennessee, on a gentle eminence overlooking the 
loveliest natural panorama the eye ever scanned, 
with a beautiful river washing its base, and bear- 
ing upon its bosom the products of its soil, may 
be seen tall churches, a towering university, fe- 
male institutes, a splendid deaf and dumb asylum, 
flourishing manufactories, and an hundred springs 
of the purest water, amid a valley of salt, cliffs 
of marble, and mountains of iron, witha soft and 

healthy climate, equal to any known to man, with 
a rapidly-increasing population, ar da commerce 
doubling itself every year. Sir, this point is the 
center of five extensive railroads, proposed and 
being constructed; only twenty-four hours distant 
from the southern sea-board at Charleston and Sa- 
vannah, and will soon be connected by the great 
Centr! railroad from New York, through Virginia 
and Tennessee, to New Orleans, with the Chesa- 
peake, the Ohioand Mississippi rivers andthe Gulf 
of Mexico. Here on this point 1s situated the. ity 
of Knoxville: look at your map,and you will see 
that it is the present ‘center of the States Viy 
amendment is a modest one it proposes twe tn- 
spectors for the port, and a small appropriation to 
pay them. lam not asking for three or four huan- 
dred thousand dollars to erect a magnificent eustom- 
house to decorate, adorn, and beautify the already 
beautiful city which I have the honor to represent 
For the present, I shal! be content with the very 
small favor which I ask of this honorable body, 
and which the wants of the Government and that 
district require to carry out the provisions of the 
late steamboat law, without which it cannot be 
execnted. Our imports of re‘lroad iron to thia 
port will be enormons; our sh pments abroad ar 
daily increasing, and all we want is the necessary 
facilities to expedite our commercial arrangements 
and carry out the laws. J hope there will be no 
opposition to the amendment; it is proper, at id has 
the recommendation of the honorable chairman of 

























































































































































































































736 


the Committee on Commerce, [Mr. Seymour,] and 
also of the supervisor of that district. I will not 
longer occupy the time of the committee. I trust 
it will be adopted. 

Mr..PHELPS. I rise to a question of order. 
That amendment 1s not authorized by any exist- 
ing law. : le i s 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the 
point of order, and rules that the amendmentis not 
In order. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I offer the follow- 
ing amendment to the amendment of the gentle- 
man from New York. Itis in accordance with 
the estimate of the Superintendent of the Public 
Printing: 

For the paper required for the printing of Congress for the 
first session of the Thirty third Congress, $104,064 

For paper required for the printing of the Executive De 
partments, 10,300. 

For the printing of the Senate for the first session of the 
Thirty third Congress, $37,454. 

For the printing of the House of Representatives for the 
first session of the Thirty-third Congress, 856,194 

For the printing ofthe Executive Departments, 322,289 04, 

For compensation to the Superintendent of Public Print 
ing. and the two clerks and messenger in his office, 46.595. 

For blank books, advertising for proposals for paper, &c., 
$1,102 

Mr. SEYMOUR. I accept the gentleman’s 
amendment as a modification of my own 

Mr. SCHERMERHORN. I submit the follow- 
ing amendment to thatof the gentleman from New 
York: 

For the purchase, by the Clerk of the House of Represent 
Aatives, for destribution among its members, of eleven thou 
rand copies of the report of Captain H. Stansbury, including 
the maps and plates of the survey of the valley of the Great 
Salt Lake, 826.800. Also, for the parchase and distribution 
as aloresaid, of eleven thousand copies of the second part of 
the report of Messrs. Foster & Whitney, including the 
maps and plates upon the mineral regions of Lake Superior, 
$16,500. Also, for the purchase and distribution, as afore 
raid, of twenty-one thousand copies of the letters of Lieu 


tenant Maury, upon the river Amazon and its sources, 
$4,500, 


Mr. DUNHAM. I rise to a question of order. 
That is the same amendment which was voted 
down a short time ago. 

Mr STANTON, of Kentucky. It is not the 
same amendment. The gentleman is mistaken. 

The CHAIRMAN. It is a portion of the 
amendment which was offered by the gentleman 
some time ago, but it is a different proposition 
from the one which was voted down. 

Mr. HALL. I make the point of order, that 
the amendment is not in order, because it is not 
germane to the pending amendment of the gentle- 
man from New York, [Mr. Seymour. ] 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the 
question of order, and decides that the amendment 
i# not in order, in consequence of irrelevancy to 
the pending proposition. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. The proposi- 
tion of the gentleman from New York [Mr. Sey- 
mMouR] makes appropriations for the payment of 
the public printing, and this amendment is to au- 
thorize the purchase of books for the use of mem- 
bers. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
der. 

Mr. STANTON. 
of the Chair. 

The question was put, ** Shall the decision of 
the Chair stand as the judgment of the commitee?”’ 
and it was decided in the affirmative; there being 
on a division—ayes 75, noes not counted. 

Mr. POLK. Mostof the members cannot hear 
the explanations of amendments which are sub- 
mitted, and, as it is half past five o’clock, I move 
that the committee do now rise. 

The question was put, and, on a division, there 
were—ayes 45. 

Mr. POLK. I withdraw the motion to rise. 

The question was taken on the amendment of 
Mr. Seymour, as modified; and it was agreed to. 


Mr. WASHBURN. I submit the following 
amendment, to come in as an additional section: 

For the purchase by the Clerk of the House of Represent- 
atives for distribution among its members, of five thousand 
copies of the report of Captain H. Stansbury, including the 
ruaps and plates of the survey ofthe valley of the Great Salt 
Lake, $13,400. 

For the purchase and distribution as aforesaid, of five thou- 
sand copies ef the second part of the report of Messrs. Fos- 
ter and Whitney, including the maps and plates, upon the 
mineral regions of Lake Superior, $8,250. 

For the purchase and distribution as aforesaid, of ten 
thousand copies of the letters of Lieutenant Maury, upon 
the river Amazon and tts sources, 82,750. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I rise to a ques- 


I call the gentleman to or- 


I appeal from the decision 
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tion of order. There is no law authorizing the 
purchase of these books, and the amendment Is not 
necessary for the carrying on of any of the De- 
partments of the Government. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. It is a work 
which was ordered by one branch of Congress and 
paid for by this House, with the concurrence of the 
Senate. The law has already authorized the pur- 
chase of the work. 

Mr. JONES. The gentleman says it was au- 
thorized by the resolution of the Senate and not of 
this House. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
amendment out of order. 

Mr. GORMAN. I have an amendment with 
reference to the public printing, which I submit 
at this point. It is as follows: 


The Chair rules the 


Provided, That the act fixing the price for the public print- 
ing shall be so construed as to commence the reduction of 
forty per cent. on the number of copies above twenty thou- 
sand. 

The forty per cent. reduction has been construed 
to commence on the very first number. The law 
was understood by you, Mr. Chairman, and the 
House, that it was to commence after the twenty 
thousand copies. If there be any general objec- 
tion, I will not press the amendment. 

Mr. STANLY. I object to the amendment, 
for it relates to a matter too important to be acted 
upon at this late period of the session. 

Mr. HAVEN. I will simply add to what the 
gentleman from North Carolina has said, that the 
amendment proposes to change a deliberate law 
passed last year, and I do not think that we ought 
todo it hastily. 

Mr. GENTRY. These facts show that the 
committee ought to rise. 

The question was put, and there were ona di- 
vision ayes 46. 

Mr. GORMAN. 
ment. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
committee do now rise. 

The question was taken and the committee re- 
fused to rise. 

Mr. PHELPS. Iam instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means to offer the following 
amendment: 


I withdraw the amend- 


I move that the 


That the salary of the Superintendent of the Coast Sur- 
vey shall be $4,500 per annum; and it shall be the duty of 
the Secretaryof the Treasury annually to report to Con 
gress during the first month of each regular session, the 
number and names of the persons employed during the last 
preceding fiscal year on the Coast Survey, and the business 
connected therewith. the amount of compensation of every 
kind respectively paid to them; for what purpose, and the 
length of time employed; and further, to report a full state 
ment of all other expenditure made threugh the direction of 
the Superintendent of the Coast Survey. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I raise a question of order. 
There is no law authorizing that amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would inquire | 
of the gentleman from Missouri whether there is 
any existing law fixing the salary of the Superin- 
tendent of the Coast Survey ? 

Mr. PHELPS. There is none. 
the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Mr. GENTRY. Does the Chair intend to rule 
that it is not within the competency of the com- 
mittee to increase the compensation of any officer 
whose compensation is not fixed by law? I hold | 
that is not a proper interpretation of the rule of 
the House. If that ruling be correct, every ap- 
propriation bill would have to be the same for fifty 
ora hundred years. It is an utter misinterpreta- 
tion of the rules. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has made no | 
decision as yet, and if he had it would not be de- | 
batable. 

Mr. PHELPS. 
me their attention for one minute 

Mr. FLORENCE. | insist that the Chair shall 
decide my point of order. 

Mr. PHELPS. If there be no objection, I | 
will withdraw my amendment to strike out that 
portion with reference to the salary of the Super- 
intendent of the Coast Survey. 

Mr. HOWARD. Irisetoa question of order. 
In the first place, we have passed the subject of 
the coast survey, and we cannot return to legislate 
on it any more than any other subject in the bill. 
In the second place, the salary of this officer is 
fixed by law. 

Mr. STANLY. 

Mr. HOWARD. 


It is fixed by 





No, it is not. 
I will state the whole point. 


(| In 1807, 1832, and 1843, this subject was legis- | 
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lated upon, and it was left to the President to 
the salary of this officer under these laws. Ty, 
salary was fixed by the President, and it has hee, 
the same under all Administrations from 1307 ,, 
the present time. I submit, therefore, we cae 
now change it. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains y 
point of order raised by the gentleman from Pen). 
sylvania, and rules the amendment to be oyt , 
order. ; 

Mr. ASHE. Imovethat thecommittee do now 
rise. 

The question was taken and the committee re. 
fused to rise. 

[A message was here received from the Sena, 
by Assoury ‘Dickins, Esq., its Secretary, notify. 
ing the House that that body had passed bil 
the following titles, viz: 

S. No. 607. An act for the relief of Betsey Noy. 
ton. 

S. No. 612. An act to incorporate the Georos. 
town and Catoctin Railroad Company. } ; 

Mr. GENTRY. Will the gentleman perm; 
me to call his attention to what I believe wil! bea 
most disastrous result from the ruling of the Chair; 
It is absolutely in effect 

Mr. DUNCAN. I call the gentleman to order. 
There is no question before the committee, 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Tep. 
nessee [Mr. Gentry] is not in order. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I offer the follow. 
ing amendment: 

To enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives to 
pay for reporting and publishing eight hundred and fifty 
columns of the proceedings of the House, of the second sea 


sion of the Thirty second Congress, in the Daily Globe, at 
$7 50 per column, $6,375. 


Mr. LETCHER. 
rise. 

The question was taken, and it was decided jn 
the negative. 

So the committee refused to rise. 

Mr. WOODWARD. I offer the following 
amendment to the amendment of the gentleman 
from Virginia, [Mr. Bayzy:]} 


Provided, That from the commencement of the present 
session of Congress there shall be allowed and paid out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to 
the chief reporter in the House of Representatives for the 
Congressional Globe, the sum of eighteen hundred dollars 
($1,800) per annum ; and to each of his associate reporters, 
not to exceed six in number, the sum of sixteen hundred 
dollars (1,600) perannum: Provided further, That the sum 
of seven dollars and fifty cents per coluinn, now paid to John 
C. Rives, for reporting and publishing the debates of said 
House, be, and the same is hereby, reduced to four dollars 
per column, 


Mr. DUNHAM. I rise to a question of order. 
That is the same proposition that was voted down 
before. 


fix 


» 
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I move that the committee 


Mr. LETCHER. I rise to another point of 
order. There is no law authorizing the employ- 


ment of reporters, and that amendment is out of 
order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair overrules the 
question of order raised by the gentleman from 
Indiana, [Mr. Dunnam,] as also the question of 
order raised by the gentleman from Virginia, 
(Mr. Lercuer.}] This amendment, as a separate 
proposition, has not been voted upon. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to submit 
a question of order. That amendment proposes 
to fix the salary ofa chief reporter and assistants. 
No such officers or persons are designated in any 
resolution or any law which has ever passed this 
House or the other. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will sustain 
the point of order upon the grounds suggested by 
the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Jones,} and 
rule the amendment out of order. 

Mr. BAYLY. I withdraw the amendment I 
offered. 

Mr. STROTHER. I desire to offer the follow- 
ing amendment: 


“ind be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be, and he is hereby, directed to pay to the Orange 
and Alexandria Railroad Company, assignees of the Com- 
monwealth of Virginia, $120,000, in full of money ad- 
vanced by the said Commonwealth to the use of the United 
States, in erecting public buildings in the District of Co- 
lumbia, in pursuance of an act of the General Assembly 
of said Commonwealth, approved December 27, 1790. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I submit that the 
amendment is not in order. It is a question of a 
private claim, and it is a private bill pending here. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the 
question of order made by the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, and rules the amendment out of order. 
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